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Tuere are on the Continent at this mo- 

ment, relative to the use of bloodletting 

and other antiphlogistic remedies, three 
ultra doctrines, which, however unequal in 
professional favour, or in danger to the sick, 
are, as nearly as possible, equal in the ex- 
travagance of their absurdity—we mean the 
systems of Baron Broussais and Habnemann. 

The practical precepts of some of our own 

British physicians, though extravagant 

enough, move far beneath the giddy flights 

of the professors of St. Michael and Val 
de Grace, whose wild speculations and the- 
rapeutics exercise, notwithstanding, a very 
extensive influence over the opinions and 
practice of our contemporaries of France, 
Italy, and Germany. Dr. Hahnemann has 
not been an equally successful apostle ; his 
infinitesemal doses and ultra expectant thera- 
peutics, though apparently not ill suited to 
the contemplative German, have not, so far 
as we know, as yet become the rage in his 
own country, or got footing in any other. 

To combat the extravagancies of those con- 

flicting systems, but especially the peril- 

ous mania for bloodletting, seems to be the 
main object of Dr. Simon in the present 
work, 

The volume consists of an historical 
proem, followed by seven sections, form- 
ing the body of the work, namely,—a 


blood, and of its relations to the hard parts ; 
another on the effects and utility of timely 
and moderate bloodletting ; a third on its 
mischievous effects when ill-timed or exces- 
sive; a fourth section on the unequivocal 
and true indications for bloodletting; a 
fifth on vague, doubtful, and false indica- 
tions ; a sixth, on the quantity of blood that 
may be taken ; and a seventh and last, on 
the proper frequency of repeating the eva- 
cuations, The second, third, fourth, and 
fifth are, as might be anticipated, the prin- 
cipal sections of the work, as well in extent 
as in importance. The second section treats 
successively of the different uses of judicious 
bloodletting in therapeutics ; of these the 
author specifies seven principal agencies, 
namely,—1. It diminishes the pabulum mor- 
bi; 2. It strengthens the constitution indi- 
rectly by weakening the disease ; 3. It ucts 
as a sedative on the disturbed circulation ; 
4, It soothes the irritated nervous and mus- 
cular organs ; 5. It causes a derivation from 

inflamed or infarcted parts; 6. It restores 
suspended excretions and secretions; 7. It 
causes a favourable change in the constitu- 

tion of the blood; in a word, \Dr. Simon 

limits the use of the lancet to febrile inflam- 

matory and sub-inflammatory diseases. 

In his third section, on the injurious 
effects of bloodletting, he enumerates the 
following :—1. General debility; 2. Ner- 
vous erethism and exhaustion, including im- 
paired moral power, as of the memory, and 
blunted sense, as deafness; 3. Debility of 
the digestive organs, often obstinate and 
intractable ; 4. Vicious sanguification, con- 
sequent on bad digestion; 5. Corpulency, 
amounting to disease when often repeated 
in chronic disease or in health. 6. Dropsy ; 
7. Plethora of a dangerous kiad, arising 
under similar circumstances as in No. 5; 
8. Dangerous, or fatal, syncope. 


short section on the importance of the 
No, 401, 


His fourth section, or true indications for 
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bloodletting, contains the following enume- 
ration :—1. Violent erethism in the vascu- 
lar system in inflammatory fever; 2. Con- 
gestion or phlogosis in an important organ ; 
3. Exanthemata occadionally ; 4. To temote 
albuminous 4nd inflammatory states of the 
blood, 5. Fluxions towards important or- 
gans, as epistaxis; 6. Sthenic, or active, 
hemorrhage ; 7. Apoplexy, generally ; 8. 
Palsy, very often; 9. Shocks, as from falls, 
&c., very often; 10. Moral commotions, 
often ; 11. Local plethora and obstructed 
circulation owing to diseased heart or great 
aftéries; 12. Apoplectic or comatose sei- 
zures, symptomatic of fever. 

His fifth section, on delusive and false 
indications, excepts the following from the 
list of diseases, for which bloodletting is a 
suitable remedy, viz., mild inflammatory 
fevers, bilious fevers, nervous fevers, ty- 
phus, gout and rheumatism, convulsive dis- 
eases, bypochondriasis, hysteria, painful 
(query neuralgic) diseases, mania, dropsical 
and phthisical complaints, complaints of par- 
turient women, pertussis ; to which he adds 
agues, syncope, and asphyxia, as disorders 
that counterindicate in, apparently, all cases. 

From the preceding analysis of the work, 
and of its principal parts, the reader will be 
able to. form an estimate of its scope and 
plan. We shall abstain from criticism, The 
divisions and enumerations are by no means 
80 logical or complete as we should desire ; 
there are also, which is of more conse- 
quence, important errors in matters of the- 
tapeutical doctrine. As examples of the 
latter, we may refer to the excellent effects 

that have been procured from bloodletting, 
in pumberless instances, in fever of almost 
every kind, ague itself not excepted ; in 
theumatism, in epilepsy, in acute dropsy, 
in eonvulsion, febrile, inflammatory, irrita- 
tive, and even simply painful complaints of 
parturient women, and in pertussis. We 
have even seen advantage derived from 


bleeding, by leeches, or otherwise, ig phthisis, | » 


neuralgia, and other diseases not more essen- 
tially inflammatory. On the whole, how- 
éver, the work does the author's learning 
and judgment credit, and is well worthy 
the perusal of young practitioners who are 
Getman scholars, for whose use it has been 
Principally written. We shall conclude our 
Rotice of the volame by some extracts from 
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the historical proem as specimens of the 
style and spirit of the whole. 


“* The perilous exclusiveness of the doc- 
trine of Brown and Réschlaub, however se- 
ductive may have been its seeming sim- 
plicity, could not last long in the clinical 
ward, The instinct of disease, the sig- 
nificant symptoms of acute disorders more 
particularly, was too obviously opposed to 
the imaginary universal asthenia or debility, 
and to the consequent exciting treatment, 
Nor was the success of the Brunonians, so 
favourable as altogether to reconcile the 
symptoms with the dicta of physicians 
which contradicted each other. Still less 
compatible with those rude dynamic theo- 
ries, were the brilliant discoveries in phy- 
siology and pathological anatomy, which 
too plainly proved that in pathology there are 
other elements than stheaia and asthenia, 
and therefore that therapeutics have sume- 
thing more to do than to give or take away 
strength. But the dynamic taste which had 
taken possession of the miuds of patholo- 
gists, did not expire with the Brunonian 
theory. The mujority have retained the 
self-same errors under other names. The 
mouomania, which could see nothing but 
asthenia, was succeeded by another that 
imagined every disease to be sthenic. 
Since then asthenia, considering the treat- 
ment it was held to require, could be no 
other than wag formerly called nervous de- 
bility, and since sthenia is obviously no- 
thing but our phlogosis or inflammation, we 
can, consequently, easily perceive that the 
change from the asthenic to the sthenic 
theory of disease, or, if 1 might so express 
it, from positive to negative Brunonianism, 
must lead to excessive use of antiphlogistic 
remedies, and especially bloodletting. We 
cannot wonder then that Vieusseux, in his 
work on bloodletting, published in 1815, 
has extended its use to the majority of dis- 
eases, and enormously exaggerated its ap- 
plicability and advantages, if we glance 
over the-list of diseases, which, according 
to him, allow of, and require venesection. 
We find amongst the number, hysteria, 
epilepsy, chorea, pertussis, toothach, em- 
pyema, hectic fever, prosopalgia, dropsy ; 
so that, in fact, there is scarcely a disease 
in which we may not with con draw 


** But, of late years, the th of Brous- 
sais has occasioned the most frighttul abuse 
of bloodletting, and particularly of local 
bleeding by leeches. ‘The origin of Pro- 
fessor Broussais’s extravagance. is obvious 
enough; itis his giving to every disease a 
local irritation for its cause, more particu- 
larly some inflammation or irritation of the 
heart or stomach, Acting upon such a 
theory, we cannot wonder that he finds an 
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indication for leeching in every disease, and | aguish patient already quite exhausted by 


that in each ward of the hospital which he 
attends there are, om an average, employed 
400 leeches daily. 

“* What the c veteran Odin 
Rouvier relates of this leech-mania of the 
ists is almost incredible, and would 

pe justify the interference of the superior 
ities. One Dr, Frappart, ex. gr., 
ordered for one pcre, in the course of 
single disease, of which he died, not less 
than 1800 leeches; and another physici 


fourteen bleedings practised in a short 
a c fever, was again . 

| was speedily released from all earthly suf- 
fering. A pneumonic patient was bled to 
the amount of fifteen pounds in eight days, 
and swallowed, moreover, 220 grains of 
digitalis, and with the same result as in the 
former case. But the following is an in- 
stance of the most mischievous and truly 


500 leeches to the finger of M. Martain- 
ville, editor of the Blanc, which 
was swollen with gout, and which, not- 
withstanding, continued gouty as before. 
Sixty or eighty leeches at a time are a com- 
mon application for slight ailments, which 
scarcely need medical aid of any kind, but 


pot at all. It is further notorious | 
it 


this waste of leeches has so diminished 

the supply of those creatures in France, 

that it has become necessary to have them 

imported from the most remote countries, 

and by extraordivary conveyances, owing 

to which we find at Paris a ‘ Maison de 
pour les sangsues etrangeres.’ 

** Unfortunately this leech-mania has, 
under favour of a similar ultra phlogistic-pa. 
thology, found imitation in Renee also, 
and the moment a feeling of pain appears 
in any place, leeches are laid on by dozens, 
and often repeated, If a patient complain 
of pain in the abdomen, after being lustily 
fingered on the belly until the fist of the 
medicaster almost touches the hackbone, re- 
course is immediately had to leeches as the 
radical cure. Some thirty, or perhaps 
sixty, are laid on the abdomen, the pain 
either disappears or continues; if the former 
the diagnosis is verified; if the latter hap- 
pen, why more leeching is indicated. In 
a word there is never any mistake, and dis- 
section often proves the necessity for leech- 
es, although leeching shall have failed to 
tescue the patient. 

** But the theory of Brown has no-where 
been reversed with more unhappy results 
than ia Italy, by the contra-stimulant sys- 


treatment, A robust, pneumonic 
patient, twenty-six years old, was bled ten 
times in as many days, and each time to 
the amount of eighteen ounces, and took 
besides from twelve grains to twenty grains 
of tartar emetic in the following seventeen 
days, after which he died; he was freely 
bled three times, notwithstanding the most 
obvious exhaustion—the third time, two 
days before his death, with a deadly cold- 
ness over his whole body; he had, more« 
over, taken 340 grains of tartar emetic in- 
ternally, and 100 grains in clysters. While, 
however, on both sides of the Rhine and 
Alps, local inflammation plays the principal 
part in most, if not in all diseases, and 
whilst, consequently, bleeding is the firet 
and last of remedies, at the same time the 
disciples of the venerable Hahnemann. cure 
the most decided inflammation of the lungs. 
and braiu in the shortest time without spil- 
ling a drop of blood, or using any-thing be- 
yond an infinitesimal dose of belladonna, 
aconite, briany juice,&c. So; however won- 
derful it may sound, such facta prove how. 
much, when the diagnosis is correet, nature 
can do for her own relief without medicine, 
or even without bleodletting, which may be 
suitable to such cases, and we thus indi- 
rectly arrive at the truth, that without ur- 
geut necessity, we should neither be too 
ready nor too bold in its use. This result 
will also, it is hoped, be proved by the pre- 
ceding hasty historical remarks, and it is 
with that view I have premised them.” 


tem of Rasori and Tomasini. In Italy, the 
contra-stimulant doctrinaires teach that the 
diathesis of stimulus or sthenia is the pre- 
valent one, and that it predominates even 
more in chronic than in acute disease. We 
may well imagine then to what a monstrous 
abuse of venesection the stupid disciples of 
those masters must have arrived. What 
Wagner and Otto testify as eye-witnesses 
of the treatment of Tomasini and Borda in 
the Clinicum of Bologna and Pavia, exceeds 
belief, and furnishes a frightful proof of the 
truth of Schiller’s words— That man, under 
i usion, is often the most terrible of crea- 


“ Take the following examples:—An 


CLINICAL LECTURE 
DELIVERED BY 
DR, CORRIGAN 
At the Charitable Infirmary, Jervis Street, 
Dublin, April 13th, 1831, 


ON SPINAL IRRITATION. 


Genriemen,—Were I to be asked what 
is the greatest improvement in prectical 
medicine that has taken place within my 
recollection, 1 should itatingly reply — 
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it is the discovery of that singular form of 
disease of which the case of Sheridan, lately 
in the Hospital, is a good example. For 
this increase of our k: , We are main- 
ly indebted to the labours of the Messrs. 
riffin of Limerick. Other improvements 
may have been more brilliant, but there has 
been none so useful. Laennec’s immortal 
labours have revealed to us a very much im- 
proved knowledge of the morbid anatomy of 
some of the internal organs, and an accu- 
racy of diagnosis in the diseases of those 
organs, beyond what it was possible to an- 
a but it must be confessed, that 
with this improved knowledge of morbid 
anatomy, and increased powers of diagnosis, 
our means of preventing the incursion of 
the disease, or our powers of removing it 
when once set ip, have not tpace. Not 
so in the instance before us. ‘The discovery 
of the seat of the disease and its diagnosis, 
lrave brought with them a mode of treatment 
at once scientific, simple, and efficacious. 
To this form of disease, the name of spinal 
irritation is properly given. Any name 
would be objectionable which might carry 
with it an implied notion of any peculiar 
change of structure or of action, for as yet 
we know little, or, indeed, nothing of the 
peculiar action which constitutes the dis- 
ease. . 
The name spinal irritation, as merely ex- 
pressing what is the most striking charac- 
ters of the disease in its numerous varieties, 
is probably the least objectionable name we 
could select. 

On the nt occasion, we shall follow 
the plan I — already recommended in the 
consideration of all diseases—keeping three 
objects always steadily in view. First, the 
nature and seat of the disease; Secondly, 
its symptoms ; Thirdly, its treatment. And 
first,— What is the disease, its seat, and its 
nature? 


. Toreply to this question, we naturally, in 
the first instance, turn for an answer to morbid 
anatomy ; but morbid anatomy gives us here 
little information. For this there are many 
causes, ‘he knowledge of the singular form 
of disease under consideration, is of recent 
date, and hence its pathology has not as 
yet obtained its due share of attention ; 
moreover the disease, although giving rise 
to most distressing symptoms, and rendering 
life miserable, is seldom of itself fatal, so 
that the opportunities of post-mortem ex- 
amination are rare. There are other causes 
in operation, which further tend to render 
it unlikely, that from the knife of the patho- 
logist we shall ever in the instance before us 
obtain much information. It is especially a 

t of diseases of the nervous system, 
that the morbid changes presented after 
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life. In poisoning from prussic acid, in 
some of the most distressing and. terrible of 
the affections of the nervous system, for in- 
stance, hydrophobia and tetanus, we either 
find no lesion after death, or morbid changes 
so slight, that we repeatedly meet with si- 
milar, or changes even of greater degree, in 
the bodies of patients who, during life, had 
exhibited no similar symptoms. For these 
reasons, even if we possessed opportunities, 
it is not likely that in cases of the disease 
before us, we should ever find any notable 
change of structure; and, moreover, the 
symptoms in many cases come and go with 
such rapidity, as to forbid us to believe that 
they are necessarily connected with any 
change of structure, or that they are any- 
thing mote than a perversion of function. 

It fortunately, however, happens, that 
we have other means thaa those afforded by 
morbid anatomy for ascertaining the seat of 
the disease, and by which we can, even 
during life, trace most distinctly the con- 
necting link between cause and effect, or, 
in other words, between the diseased action 
and its symptoms. If we meet a patient 
complaining of hemicrania, or of pains in 
the neck and face resembling tic reux, 
and that we can produce or aggravate these 
distressing symp by p on the 
cervical vertebra ;—if we find another com- 
plaining of fits, of suffocative breathing, pal- 
pitation of the heart, and distressing sense of 
weight behind the sternum, and that we 
bring on, or aggravate, these symptoms by 
pressing on the dorsal vertebra ;—if we find 
another complaining of pains in the epigas- 
trium and both hypochondria and globus hys- 
tericus, and of flatulent distension of the 
stomach, and that we can at any time bring 
on or aggravate all these by pressure on the 
lowest dorsal vertebre ;—if we find pains 
complained of in different parts of the body, 
in the right or left mamma, right or left 
hypochondrium, or in varied of the 
abdomen, and that pressure on the part of 
the spine generally co ding in situa- 
tion to the seat of the pain, aggravates the 
pain, or produces it if previously absent ;— 
if we find, moreover, that local applications 
over the spine remove the distant symptoms 
or pains, not relieved by any other mode of 
treatment ;—the fair inference from all this 
surely is, that the seat of disease is within 
the spine, and the connexion between the 
symptoms and the disease, between cause 
and effect, is, in such cases, more clearly 
exposed before us, than when even after 
death from acute disease, the knife of the 
pathologist exhibits to us some important 
lesion of structure, of which, rigidly speak- 
ing, the most we could say is, that it was 
probably the cause of the symptoms during 
life. I shall now proceed with the relation 


death, do not at all correspond with the in. | 


tensity of the symptoms observed during 
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CASE. 

W. Sheridan, xtat. 27, coach-painter, but 
seldom used lead-paint ; complains of great 
flatulence, of pain and tightness in the head, 
with pain at the scrobiculus cordis ; counte- 
nance is pale and anxious ; tongue clean ; 
pulse 90; respiration rather more frequent 
than natural." There is pain along the course 
of the supra-orbital nerve of the left side. 
His sightis weak, and he cannot raise his 
eyes to any object above him, without éx 
new pain and giddiness of the head. 

e is frequently attacked by “globus hys- 
tericus.”” He describes it as “a ball of 
some kind” arising in his stomach, and 
ascending to his throat, where he feels it 
choking him ; he also frequently experiences 
a sensation of tightness across his cheat, 
which often prevents him from speaking 
when he wishes to do'so. For the last two 
- he has had pain along the calf of the 

leg, and weakness across his loins. 
His appetite is not impaired, but strength 
is much diminished. He has frequent pains 
across the epigastrium and both hypochon- 
dria, his nights are restless, and be starts 
often from his sleep, aroused by terrifying 
dreams; there is slight cough ; epigastrium 
and both hypochondria are very tender under 
pressure, aud pressure on the epigastrium 
produces instant cough and difficulty of re- 
Spiration, The result of pressure along the 
spinal column is as follows :—pressure on 
any the cervical vertebre produces pain 
and lightness of the bead ; on the superior 
dorsal, produces tightness in the chest; on 
the inferior dorsal and first lumbar, produces 
pain at the scrobiculus cordis, flushing of 
the face, perspiration, and violent eructa- 
tion of wind from the stomach ; lower down 
produces no effect. 

This case, Gentlemen, came into the 
hospital on the 17th of February, and was 
discharged cured on the 4th of April. It 
was the most severe case of spinal irritation 
Ihave ever met with. Generally, only a 
small portion of the spinal chord is affected, 
with a corresponding limitation of the symp- 
toms, but here the morbid irritability was 
extended from the upper cervical to the 
lumbar vertebra. 1 stated, on taking in 
the case, that the treatment should be as 
simple as possible, in order to point out more 
clearly the seat and the nature of the dis- 
ease, and, in fact, with the exception of a 
simple aloetic or oily purgative, given oc- 
casionally to obviate or remove costiveness, 
the whole treatment consisted of rest, of 
local applications, cupping, leeching, blis- 
tering, and tartar-emetic ointment, to the 
spine. The patient, under this treatment, 
went on satisfactorily. Twice or thrice he 
had violent and sudden attacks of pain in 
the sides, or sudden distension of the sto- 


mach with air and “ globus hystericus.” 
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Such attacks are not unusual in these cases ; 
but however distressing and painful during 
their continuance to the patient, they do 
not call for any deviation from the line 
of treatment, beyond the exhibition, at the 
time, of a palliative or anodyne. In one of 
these attacks I saw this patient; without 
any ana cause he wes suddenly 
seized with most violent pain under the left 
mamma. He writhed under the torture ; 
his countenance was sunken, pale, and bath- 
ed in sweat, his skin cool, his pulse quiet, 
and on applying the stethoscope over the 
seat of pain, the respiration was heard quite 
natural underneath. A large dose of opium 
was administered ; he soon fell asleep, and 
on the next morning at our visit all traces 
of the previous evening’s sufferings had dis- 
appeared. Here I may digress to mention 
that in such a‘case, in giving opium your 
only measure of the quantity administered 
is to be the relief afforded. This man got 
ninety drops of the tincture, and the only 
effect was a cessation of pain, and soon after 
a quiet and refreshing sleep. It is to be 
observed that even in this aggravated case 
the patient never complained until question- 
ed of the back, nor referred any of his suffer- 
ings to the spine, until a local examination 
was made. If, from the notes of this case, 
we detract the results of the local examina- 
tion of the spine (and let it be remembered 
that attention to the spine is in such cases 
of very modern date) we shall find this case 
to be one which, according to its symptoms, 
should be marked as the hypochondriasis of 
Cullen, Good, and most medical writers, or 
as a case in many of its characters approach~- 
ing very closely to hysteria. Good says 
hypochondriasis is characterised by the fol- 
lowing symptoms :—‘‘ ‘l'roublesome flatu- 
lency in the stomach or bowels, acrid eruc- 
tations, costiveness, a copious discharge of 
pale urine, spasmodic pains in the head and 
other parts of the body, giddiness, dimness 
of sight, palpitations, general sleeplessness, 
an utter inability of fixing the attention 
upon any subject of importance,” and ‘* glo- 
bus hystericus.” Cullen’s definition of 
hypochondriasis is, ‘‘ Dyspepsia, with lan- 
guor, sadness, and fear, arising from inade- 
quate causes in persons of a melancholic 
temperament.” ‘These symptoms in their 
most aggravated form this case presen 

and many of the cases which heretofore have 
been marked as cases of dyspepsia, hypo- 
chondriasis, or hysteria, are but cases of 
spinal irritation. It is unnece to re- 
mind you how inefficient have been all the 
modes of treatment recommended for them. 
This we can easily explain, as we now know 
that, at least in many cases, the diserdered 
functions which were supposed to constitute 
oneor all of those diseases were but effects 


or symptoms, and that the original disease 
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was never reached by the. remedies pre- 


It would be utterly impossible to give a 
good description of the varied forms in which 
spinal irritation will exbibit its symptoms, 
or the different it will assume. 
There is not an organ in the body to which 
the symptoms are not sometimes referred, 
Bor a disease to which the frame is subject, 
thet will not be simulated from the most 
whimsical form of hysteria, to the most 
dreaded attack of malignant disease. 

The diagnosis of spinal irritation is gene- 
rally not difficult. The disease attacks 
every age, but is most common from a little 
before the age of puberty to middle life, aud 
is most frequently met with in females. It 
usually commences with a sensation of 
weight, or sometimes, as described by the 
patient, a sensation of emptiness felt behind 
the lower third of the sternum, which, after 
baying remained perhaps for months, then 
gradually rises to absolute pain referred to 
the epigastrium, and spreading to both hypo- 
ebondria. There is almost always costive- 
ness from the commencement, but often the 
appetite is very good. In many cases the 
first symptom felt by the patient is a settled 
pain in the right or left side in the region of 
the liver or , or lower down, in the 
neighbour of the caput coli, or sigmoid 
flexure of the colon. Thisis so severe, and 
frequently so constant, that it is not unfre- 
quently supposed to arise from organic dis- 
ease of the organ to which the pain is refer- 
red, and patients are subjected to long-con- 
tinued and harassing courses of mercury. 

As distinguishing these pains from those 
depending on organic disease, you will find 
that with these nervous pains there is not 
fever or wasting, in proportion either to the 
intensity of the local suffering, or the length 
of time the patient bas been ill. As to posi- 
tive signs, almost always in these cases, if 
you examine the spine by pressing gently 
on the vertebre one after another, the pa- 
tient, on of some one or more of 
them generally opposite to the seat of the 
pein, will complain that at the instant of 
pressure the distant sensa- 
tion is suddenly aggra + The same 
effect is produced by passing the fold of a 
towel dipped in warm water slowly along 
the spine. Why pressure on o vertebra 
should aggravate a distant pain, or why it 


should be aggravated by the application of 
a warm to the same vertebra, [ can- 
not say. The facts have been, and are, 


every day before us. This one fact 
must never forget, that among the various 
ins and symptoms, the patient will scarce- 
ane refer any suffering to the back, and 
will often feel very much astonished at your 
ditecting any attention to thet part. Henee 
you must never take the patient's own asser- 
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tion as to the state ofthe spine. There is 
another charaéter of the diseasé not at all 
uocommon,—that the patient is quite free 
from pain when lying, but is immediately 
seized by it on tuking exercise or even 
rising frombed. It happens, although very 
rarely, that pressure on the spice will not 
aggravate the distant pain complained of, 
1 shall mention a remarkable case of this 
kind presently. In such cases, however, 
thete is usually a sufficiency of the nega- 
tive and positive signs already pointed out 
to characterize the disease. Patients sel- 
dom die of the disease, but it will continue 
for years, rendering life miserable, and by 
distressing the mind, and imjuring the con- 
stitution of the sufferer, predispose to more 
fatal diseases. 

The causes of spinal irritation are as 
varied as the symptoms. It may arise 
spontaneously ; any irritation either mental 
or bodily will produce it. Whatever weakens 
the corstitution or general health has a 
powerful tendency to bring on the digease. 
I have little to say on the treatment. This 
consists of rest, of leeching and counter- 
irritation over the spine, with the ars | 
open the bowels by a continuance of mil 
purgatives. I have seen little or no benefit 
from general bleeding, however intense the 
pain might be ; indeed, the patients who 
suffer this disease are usually of a 
weakened constitution, to which general 
bleeding is not suited. Counter-irritation 
must be kept up as long as the tenderness 
continues, and the best mode of making it 
is by tartar-emetic ointment; it is better I 
believe than cantharides. You can always 
keep up a constant succession of pustules, 
and thus a succession as it were of new 
impressions, which you will not do if you 
keep a blistered surface open. ‘There is 
annther disadvantage in the use of flies, that 
under repeated blistering the surface be- 
comes so tender that you cannot say whe- 
ther the pain from pressure is in the in- 
flamed integuments or from the continuance 
of the diseased action. Tartar-emetic oint- 
ment always leaves interapaces where you 
can readily make the necessary examination. 
In the case under our care here I used both. 

I shall briefly mention a few of the cases 
which have occurred to me, which will pro- 
bably give a better idea of the disease, its 
causes, diagnosis, the form it assumes, and 
its treatment, than could be given by any 
abstract or general description. 

CASE. 

The first case was one where the cause 
seemed to have been general debility. The 
patient was a lady who, after her first con- 
finement, suffered for several months from 

weakness. When I saw her, about 
months after her confinement, she com: 
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plained of severe cough, difficult expecto- 
ration, and distressing sense of suffocation ; 
these symptoms, particularly the last, much 
increased in the evening. There were con- 
stant pains in both hypochondria in the epi- 
gastrium, and behind the lower third of the 
sternum. These pains were uot increased 
by full inspiration, and only in scattered 
points of the right hypochondrium by pres- 
sure. Pressure on the last dorsal vertebra 
aggravated them. Leeches were applied to 
the spine, and a recumbent posture was 
enjoined. On the next day she was much 
relieved of all her symptoms, and on the 
day sewing felt so very well, that she left 
the bed ; now the disease showed one 
of its most striking characters, viz. its con- 
nexion with change of posture, ‘Ihe exer- 
tion of dressing brought back all the symp- 
toms in minor degree, although previous to 
rising from bed, no trace of the disease was 
observable. ‘hey again disappeared after 
short rest in a recum'ent posture on a sofa, 
Rest was again enjoived, and the improve- 
ment again proceeded rapidly, convales- 
cence being only interrupted by a walk a 
little too long, which, like the exertion of 
dressing already alluded to, produced a 
temporary aggravation of the symptoms. 


CASE. 

The next case arose without any appa- 
rent cause. A female of healthy appear- 
ance complained of severe pain behind the 
inferior third of the sternum, extending into 
the epigastrium and both hypochondria; of 
bad appetite, acrid eructation, and costive- 
ness. ‘he menses were regular. The pains 
behind the sternum, in the epigastrium, and 
both hypochondria, were aggravated by 

ressure on the lower dorsal vertebra. 
nev were not felt on rising from bed in the 
moruing, were present with varying inten- 
sity during the day, became generally very 
severe in the evening, and disappeared alto- 
gether soon after lying down. Her illness 
was, when I saw her, of about two months’ 
duration. It commenced with a sensation 
of internal weakness referred to the infra- 
sternal region where the most intense pain 
is now felt. A blister was applied over the 
tender spine, and infusion of gentian with 
ts, given as a daily purgative. 
On the day after the application of the 
blister, all the pains had disappeared, and 
there has since been no relapse. 


CASK. 

The next case I shall give to your notice, 
is one where the original cause seemed to be 
mental anxiety. The patient, a gentleman 
of about thirty-five years of age, complained 
of distressing paroxysms, which came on 
frequently in the course of each day, and otten 
Without any apparent immediate cause. The 
paroxysms commenced with a sensation of 
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great distress, referred to some internal part 
behind the inferior third of the sternum, and 
rising from it upwards to the head; bis eyes 
filled with tears, he became incapable of 
speaking, and his mental agony during the 
continuance of the fit was extreme. ‘ 

paroxysm did not last more than a few m- 
nutes, aud was then terminated by one or 
two heavy long-drawn sighs. The clapping 
of a door, an unexpected meeting with an 
acquaintance, or any similar trivial cause, 
was sufficient to bring iton. It seemed as 
if, in this case, the sympathetic ganglion, to 
which some refer the seat of the passions, 


was engaged, for pressure ou the epiyastrium 
was immediately followed by all the dis- 
tressing symptoms already described. ‘The 
third, fourth, and fifth dorsal vertebra were 
tender, aud pressure on them was attended 
by the same effects. A towel was dipped in 
warm water and passed slowly down the spine. 
The moment it came over the tender ver- 
tebre, the same results followed as from 
pressure. The history of the case was this ; 
About twelve months before, this gentle- 
man suffered under much anxiety of mind 
from a weight of businese; then, for the 
first time, he felt the sensations described, 
which never up to the time of my visit 
quitted him. ‘The same treatment was pre- 
scribed as tor the other cases. 


CASE. 


The last of the cases coming under my 
own observation, which I shall mention to 
you, is very instructive; it was one of those 
rare cases in which there was little or no 
tenderness oyer the spine. A lady, et. 50, 
came to town for advice with the following 
symptoms :—She felt severe pain about the 
umbilicus, and in the left lumbar region ; 
this pain was always brought on, or greatly 
aggravated, by taking food ; relief was ob- 
tained after a meal by lying down, and the 
pain which remained present during the day 
always ceased soon after retiring to bed at 
night; the abdomen was soft, and the diges- 
tive functions well performed; the sping 
had two lateral curvatures; there was a lit- 
tle tenderness, under pressure, of the two 
last lumbar vertebra, but pressure ov them 
did not bring on the pain of side, The his- 
tory of the case was this: having previously 
suffered under great depression of spirits, 
consequent on the death of several of her 
children, thia lady_first felt, sbout three 
months before, some uneasy sensations 
about her shoulders, which obliged her to 
rest her back when knitting or sewing. 
These were followed by pain in the region 
of the liver, extending into the right hip, 
and, finally, al] seemed to concentrate them- 
selves in tue intense pain of the left side 
already described. For the pain in the rer 
gion of the liver she had beeu put under » 
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course of , and finally, from a fear 
thet mali t di of the stomach, or 
some of the organs in its immediate vici- 
nity, was setting in, she was put on hem- 
, and repeated blistering was ordered 
over the seat of the pain. All these mea- 
sures failed to give relief. The first circum- 
stance that e me look upon this case as 
one of spinal irritation, was the remarkable 
effect of posture. Moreover, there was not 
fever, nor wasting, in proportion to the in- 
tensity or the duration of the pain. Leeches 
were applied to the spine, and afterwards 
counter-irritation was kept up by tartar-eme- 
tic ointment. Two grains of sulphate of 
iron were at the same time ordered as a 
tonic, three times a day, and her bowels 
were kept open by Rufus’s pill. Rest was 
of course enjoined for a few days. From 
that time up to the present, and several 
months have elapsed, there has not been a 
return of the pain in the slightest degree. 

I bave meationed to you, that one of the 
most important facts to be attended to in 
cases of spinal irritation is this, that the 
most distressing symptoms are not referred 
to the seat of the disease, but to distant 
parts, to the extremities of the nerves, gene- 
rally those taking their origin from the part 
of the spinal marrow effected. There is in 
the Medico-Chirurgical Review for this 
month (April) a case so strongly confirma- 
tive of this, so well calculated to impress 
this fact strongly upon your minds, that | 
think it well worth bringing before you. 
The case is beaded ‘* Disease of the Spine.” 

CASE. 

Wm. Danyer, wtat. 29, a miller, was 
admitted into St. Thomas’s Hospital, July 
8th, 1830. He stated that he had taken 
cold four weeks ago, after which he had 
been attacked with pain of the back between 
the shoulders, and also sensation of stiff- 
ness and weakness in the knees and ancles. 
He says that the pain of his back sometimes 
shifts into his sides ; and also describes his 
knees and ancles as being much easier when 
warm in bed. In other respects his health 
is pretty good ; he eats well, sleeps tolera- 
bly, pe A. 80, and weak. Having no para- 
lysis or deficient sensibility at this time, 
and referring his ailments so entirely to his 
joints, coming on after cold, his case was 
considered to be simple rheumatism ; he 
was, therefore, ordered the warm-bath every 
evening; tinct. guaica ammon. 3iss, Gtis. 
horis, and sulph. quin. gr. ij 6tis. horis, 
17th. No amendment ; has been taking the 
medicines regularly as above prescribed, to- 
gether with the liniment; sinapisms to the 
knees. He is ordered to increase the dose 
of tinct. guaiac. amm. to 5ij, and the sulph. 
quin. to gr.iv, 6tis. horis. Aug. 4, No al- 
teration taking place under this treatment, 
be was put upon the carb. of iron, which 


6tis. boris, and a moxa was applied to 
loins. 18. The stiffness of his knees and 
ancles has increased since last report ; in 
other respects much the same. He was 
ordered vin. colchici 58s ter in die, which 
was continued for some time without im. 
provement. Sept. 10. He has now symp- 
toms which leave no doubt that his ailments 
are to be referred to something more than 
rheumatism ; he feels nambness in his lower 
extremities, which often causes him to trip 
whilst walking, and he has also occasional 
twitchings of the muscles. On examination 
of the spine there is not any irregularity 
perceptible, but he complains much of the 
pain, referred'rather higher than the loins; 
a plan of treatment was therefore adopted 
more particularly directed to this situation ; 
he was cupped repeatedly, and had blisters 
applied over the seat of pain, the only me- 
dicine which he took being aperients. Not- 
withstanding a very active application of 
these means he became much worse; the 
numbness increased to total insensibility ; 
the spasms of the muscles became much 
more frequent and severe ; he lost all mus- 
cular power of the lower extremities ; his 
urine became retained, and he passed his 
feces involuntarily ; the loss of feeling in- 
volved the coverings of the lower part of 
the abdomen, as well as the lower limbs, 
He was now confined entirely to his bed, 
being unable to make the least voluntary 
use of his muscles. He continued during 
the following three weeks without any 
amendment; he was quite bed-ridden, and 
all the symptoms unalleviated, when, about 
the 11th of October, he was attacked with 
acute peritonitis, whicl: speedily terminated 
in death. Autopsy.—On examination of the 
spine, a considerable quantity of curdy scro- 
fulous matter was found deposited beneath 
the anterior spinal li nt of the threo 
lowermost dorsal vertebre. The arches and 
spinous processes being removed, it was 
found that the vertebral canal was much 
encroached upon by deposit of the same kind 
beneath the posterior ligament. The ex- 
tent of the disease in this situation was the 
same as in front, and occupied the same 
vertebra. The quantity of matter formed 
was sufficient to press on the spinal chord, 
and thus induce the paralysis of the parts 
below,” 

This case shows us how necessary it is 
for us to be on our guard. Two months 
elapsed before the nature of the disease was 
suspected, As I have already observed, it 
would be altogether out of my power to 
give you, within the limits of a lecture, an 
account of the hundredth part of the forms 
that spinal irritation will assume. My ob- 
ject in this lecture is rather to point out to 
you the existence of such a disease, to warn 
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of its varied and deceptive symptoms, 
a of its power of simulating ‘Sood every 
other disease, Aware of its nature, you 
may give to your patient, in a few days, that 
reliet which you might otherwise vainly at- 
tempt for months to confer. For an inti- 
mate acquaintance with this Protean aflec- 
tion, you must depend on your own obser- 


vation and industry rather than trust to my | 


inefficient efforts. 


IMPCRTANT CASE OF TUBERCULAR CON- 
SUMPTION OF THE WORST KIND CURED 
BY THE INHALATION OF CHLORINE. BY 
DR. coTTEREAU, &c. &c, 


Mae N——, et. 27, was of a lymphatic 
nervous temperament, delicate constitution, 
middle stature, and exbibiting all the indi- 
cations of a scrofulous disposition. One of 
her sisters had fallen a victim to phthisis 
already, and she herself, during her early 
years, was affected with a variety of scrofu- 
lous diseases, viz. swelling of the cervical 
glands and chronic ophthalmia, &c.; and 
she had also been subject to frequent hys- 
teric paroxysms. At 25, Mme N. married, 
and became quickly pregnant, but miscar- 
ried, without evident cause, at the second 
month. 

Soon after this occurrence she became 
affected with a dry cough, which gradually 
increased in frequency, and was accompa- 
nied with vague thoracic pain, especially 
between the shoulders, where it perma- 
nently fixed. She shortly found her respi- 
ration so difficult, that she could not rest in 
the horizontal posture, and she was com- 

lied to pass whole nights on her chair. 

evertheless her appetite and strength 
continued unimpaired. 

In April, 1828, Mme N. became preg- 
nant a second time, and began to suffer from 
habitual constipation; the cough, which 
had been rather alleviated for two months, 
was now followed by the expectoration of 
white, frothy, small, thick, and globular 
sputa. In this state she continued till 
September, when all the symptoms became 
aggravated ; the expectoration was most 
profuse, and at length was mixed with con- 
siderable quantities of blood. Nightly 
sweats and emaciation now rapidly suc- 
ceeded. Her accouchment took place, how- 
ever, in December. This event was fol- 
lowed by the cessation of a hoarseness, with 
which sbe bad been previously afflicted, but 
all the other symptoms continued as before. 
On the of .December, and 15th of 
January, the hemoptysis again recurred, 
but was restrained by local abstraction of 
blood. The appetite now declined, the 
thoracic pain increased, hectic set in, the 


expectoration became more profuse, and 
the least motion induced sanguineous ex- 
| pectoration. 

During all this time the lady was treated 
with anodynes, antiphlogistics, aperient lave- 
ments, and milk diet. 

In May diarrhea came on, and the pa- 
tient was removed to the country, where 
she experienced slight relief, but was com- 
pelled to retura to Paris in July, when she 
was first seen by M.Cottereau. Besides 
the general symptoms already described at 
sufficient length, the physical phenomena 
were these:—voice almost inaudible; the 
chest on percussion gave an exceedingly 
clear sound at a circumscribed point, about 
an inch below the right clavicle; every- 
where else the sound was obscure, espe- 
cially round the sonorous spot, where it 
was decidedly dull. At the left side the 
upper two-thirds, anteriorly and posteriorly, 
were natural, the inferior third very dull. 
By auscultation in the right axilla, and in 
the right subclavicular region, an excava- 
tion was decidedly proved to exist by the 
concurrence of cavernous respiration, gurg- 
ling, and pectoriloquism, Around the cavity 
the respiratory sound was absent. Else- 
where, at the right side, tracheal respiration, 
with slight crepitus. At the left side the 
respiration was natural, except in the lower 
third, where it was confused, and mingled 
with the mucous rattle. The heart gave no 
abnormal indications, though its motions 
were readily accelerated, and made irregu- 
lar by the slightest exertion. No epigastric 
or abdominal pain, or tenderness, existed at 
this period. Besides the thoracic symptoms 
already enumerated, Mad. N. now com- 
plained of some laryngeal pain, which cir- 
cumstance prevented the immediate em- 
ployment of the chlorine inhalation, and 
M. Cottereau attacked this symptom with 
leeches to the throat and emollient drinks. 
A blister was also applied in a few days, 
and by the 20th of July she was sufficiently 
relieved of the laryngeal pain, to allow of 
the commencement of the chlorine treat~ 
ment. Five respirations were practised 
daily at a temperature of 160° Fabr., three 
drops of liquid chlorine to each, 

For the first few days the contact of the 
gaseous chlorine produced a certain degree 
of irritation in the mouth and fauces, pro- 
fuse salivation ensued, and a feeling of dis- 
agreeable heat was experienced in these 
situations. By the 3ist of July, however, 
these effects no longer occurred, and the 
patient was enabled toincrease the quantity 
of chlorine. No marked alteration ensued 
in her symptoms until the 23d of August. 
in the interval, from casual symptoms of 
irritation in the air-passages, the quantit 

of chlorine had to be altered from time rf 
time, But her improvement was now de- 
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cided; the characteristic sputa were alter- 
ed in appearance ; the cough and dyspnea 
relieved, and the night sweats diminished, 
Her appetite began toreturn. Her strength 
increased, and her bowels acted regularly 
without medicines or enemata. On the 
10th of September, the general amelioration 
was still progressive, and the stethoscopic 
mes gave the following indications. 

ercussion clear all over the left side, and 
less obscure at the right side than it was on 
the first exploration. ‘he respiratory sound 
is heard throughout the left lung, and is no 
longer accompanied by the mucous sound, 
Jn the right lung no crepitation, but a slight 
mucous rale. ‘The pectoriloquism and caver- 
nous sound still remain, but the gurgling 
has almost ceased. 

The chlorine inhalation was now conti- 
nued till the 22d of September, when, dur- 
ing a paroxysm of difficult menstruation, 
sudden thoracic and laryngeal pain super- 
vened to such a pitch, that the gas was ne- 
cessarily discontinued, and it was found im- 
possible to resume its administration till the 
15th of October, from which day tili the 
izth of November it was again employed, 
and the lady’s health again daily improved. 
On the 13th November, the sound on per- 
cussion was much less obscure, especially 
around the excavation ; the mucous rattle 
still existed ; the pectoriloquism and cavern- 

-ous sound had much diminished, and the 
gurgling entirely gone. The respiration 
was now free, she could rest in any posture, 
the night sweats had declined to a mere de- 
gree of moisture towards morning, the 
cough was scarcely troublesome, and the 
expectoration almost natural; her com- 
plexion returned, her skin regained its 
softness, and she recovered plumpness and 
Strength. 

¢d to 12th Dec. Her health appears en- 
tirely re-established ; the cough and expec- 
toration have altogether ceased ; pectorilo- 
quism and the cavernous sound are not heard 
any longer, and where they before existed 
percussion now evolves a dull sound, and 

tration is inaudible. 

This state of freedom pulmonary 
symptoms continued till April 1830. Dur- 
ing the previous treatment she had been 
visited at different periods by Drs. Clairat 
and Secondat, by M. Sian-la- Vigne, surgeon 
to the 4th regiment of infantry of the ex- 
royal guard, and every ten days by M.M. 
Caigvon and Parmentier, who made, and 
took notes of the necessary stethoscopic ex- 
aminations, 

During the spring of 1830, as already 
stated, the health of Madame N, remained 
unimpaired, although the season was in- 
tensely cold, and she had, meneeaase been 
frequently obliged to sit up at aight with 
her infant, who suffered from painfyl denti- 


tion, Such continued fatigue might be ex- 
pected to exercise a most pernicious influ- 
ence even on a more robust frame, and ac- 
cordingly on the @6th of April, the menses, 
which had been flowing about an hour, sud- 
denly stopped, and the next day she was 
generally indisposed, complained of bead- 
ache, fatigue, and loss of appetite. Nausea 
and febrile alternations of temperature suc- 
ceeded on the third day; and when M, 
Cottereau was recalled, he found ber la- 
| bouring under symptoms of acute gastro en- 
| terite, of which it is only necessary to par- 
ticularize the red tongue, intense thirst, 
constant nausea or vomiting, extreme epi- 
gastric and umbilical tenderness on pressure, 
The indications of the stethoscope, percus- 
sion, and the perfectly normal condition of 
the respiratory fupcuons, all concurred to 
prove the absence of any pulmonic affection. 

Leeches, venesection, and sinapisms, Xc., 
were from time to time employed without 
success against this new dicease, which 
persevered in its course, and became aggra- 
vated in all its symptoms, at length induc- 
ing delirium, and terminating io the death 
of Madame N. on the 28th of May. The 
dissection was performed twenty-six hours 
after death by Drs. Caignoa, Parmemier, 
and Cottereau, assisted by M. Gendron, 
student of medicine. The following re- 
markable appearances were found. 

Exterior, colour and rather. yellow ; 
decided emaciation; slight projection of 
the left scapula, and curvature of the verte- 
bral column. 

Head, nothing remarkable. 

Throat, epigiottis, larynx, and trachea, 
healthy. Two of the cervical lymphatic 
glands at the right side were swollen and 
indurated, and both contained a nucleus of 
chalky matter. 

Thorax. Both lungs pale grey, soft, and 
periectly crepitant; the left uniied to the 
costal pleura hy several old adhesions, 
About the middle of the superior lobe was 
a small tubercular mass, of the same struc- 
ture as the swollen lymphatics in the neck, 
of the size of a round pea, and invested with 
a greyish white, thick, and resisting mem- 
brane, around which the pulmonary tissue 
was not condensed. The superior part of 
this lobe contained, besides, some crude 
tubercular granulations, The right luug 
was totally free from attachment to the 
pleura ; at the upper and anterior part of its 
superior lobe, there was a space of one inch 
and a balf in breadth, and eight to nine lines 
in depth, of a deeper tint than the rest, of 
extremely dense consistence, and as if ga- 
thered in different parts. When this was 
cut into, it was found to be composed of a 
hard, compact, fibrous tissue, of a slate co- 
lour, marbled . with white end grey ; imper- 
meable to air, not 
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vision of the bronchi; closely adjacent to, 
and immediately above this cicatrix, rested 
a small globule of tubercular matter, from 
half a line toa line in diameter, yellowish- 
white, solid, and of a steatomatous aspect. 
In other of the same lobe, there existed 
about a dozen erude miliary tubercles. The 
rest of the lungs, bronchi, heart, pericar- 
diam, and aorta, were perfectly tree from 
disease. 

Abdomen.—Stomach partially distended 
with gas, and containing only alittle yellow- 
ish hquid ; the mucous membrane through- 
out the entire extent of the greater curva- 
ture reddish, thinned, and its consistence 
so destroyed that it is reduced to pulp by 
the slightest friction ; elsewhere it was pale 
and free from alteration of structure ; the 
mucous membrane of the small intestines 
was ofa rosy colour in the upper fourth of 
its length, but of natural thickness and firm- 
ness; large intestine, nothing unusual, and 
the other abdomipal and pelvic viscera free 
from morbid alteration, except that some o 
the mesenteric glands were swollen, indu- 
rated, and contained earthy matter like the 
glands in the neck. ’ 

It results from these facts that the death 
of Madame N, was the consequence of acute 
inflammation of the mucous membrane of the 
stomach and small intestines, and could not 
be attributed to any organic derangement of 
the respiratory system. 

On this important case M. Cottereau 
offers the following remarks :— 

This example incoutrovertibly deserves 
to be placed in the first rank of those which 
have been collected for some vears regard- 
ing the efficacy of the inhalation of gaseous 

rine in cases of pulmovary consumption. 
Indeed, on the one side the hereditary pre- 
disposition and the conformation, on the 
other, the nature and succession of the 
symptoms, concur to prove the existence of 
phthisis, which can no longer be doubted 
when we find in the stethoscopic phenomena 
the indications of the lesions traced on dis- 
section. Phthisis has then existed, and after 
having conducted the patient to the gates of 
the tomb, has been combatted with success. 
---~- The case which I have now described 

is not the only one I possess, I have already 
made known many others. But I have been 
induced to lay the history of Madam N., 
with all its minute details, before the pro- 
fession. Here death ensued from a cause 
totally different, and we are thus afforded 
the positive evidence of the cure effected on 
the pulmonary disease, a cure, the progress 
of which was traced oe to day, and of 
enomena were 
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in which the and stethoscopic indi- 
cations were equally decisive of phthisis, and 


in which perfect recovery ensued under the 
use of chlorine. —Ep. L. 


TOTAL ABSENCE OF THE CEREBELLUM, 


M. Macenpte has just detailed before 
the National Institute, a singular case of a 
young gitl, et. 10, who died of the conse- 
quences of excessive masturbation, and in 
whom the pons varolii and cerebellum were 
entirely deficient! ‘Ys case has excited 
great attention, and the anti-pbrenologists 
have eagerly seized on it, as a powerful 
weapon against the doctrines of Spurzheim 
and Gall. 


POISONOUS TABLE SALT. 

The Council of Health of Nantz have 
fuund, after a most rigorous and extensive 
examination, that the table-salt of that city 
was free from the admixture of arsenic and 
the combinations of iodine which MM. 
Latour de Trie and Chevallier have detect- 
ed in Paris. The Academie de Medécine 
has recommended the Government to order 
similar inquiries to be prosecuted in every 
department of France. 


COMPOSITION OF OXALIC ACID. 
M. Gay Lussac has succeeded in decom- 
posing this acid by a moderate temperature, 
and he states it to be composed of six parts 
of carbonic acid, five of carbonic oxide, and 
one of the formic acid.— Lancelte Frang, 


REMARKS ON THE OPERATION ON 
HOO LOO, 


AXD ON THE REMOVAL OF TUMOURS IN 
SCROTAL ELEPHANTIASIS. 
By J. M. Tittey, M.D. 


I nave perused in the last Number of 
Tne Laycer a communication from Mr. 
Simpson, in which he censures the late ope- 
ration on Hoo Loo as being neither sanc- 
tioned by reasonnor warranted by expe- 
rience, and as one in which death must 
inevitably ensue. Were I not satisfied that 
this opiuion may be most effectually con- 
troverted, I should feel but little inclined 
publicly to remark upon it. 

The profession is already aware that the 
responsibility of an operation of the kind 
was first incurred by me ;—that in the year 


1850, M. Cottereau has detailed twelve cases 


1813.1 removed from a negro in the i 
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of St. Kitts, a tumour balf as large egaiu 
as that of Hoo Loo, weighing 70 lbs ;—that 
at subsequent periods I performed five simi- 
lar operations, all with perfect success ;— 
that I assisted in four other cases, w 
the tumours weighed about 50lbs. each, 
one only of which was fatal ;—and that | 
have recorded another attempt, at which I 


was not present, where the patient died |i 


from exhaustion after an operation lasting 
eight hours, the tumoar weighing 156 lbs. 
Tue profession is also aware, that a like tu- 
mour of 45 lbs. weight was removed by Mr, 
Liston, of Edinburgh, another by Dr. Wells 
of Marycabo, and a third by M. Delpech, 
all with success. 

We have here, then, together with the 
case of Hoo Loo, fifteen examples of the 
operation, whereof three only were fatal. In 
the first unsuccessful instance, the very 

t size of the tumour,—weighing as it 
id more than the body to which it was at- 
tached,—and in the second, the existence of 
a leprous constitution, will, perhaps, be 
considered sufficient to account for the fatal 
result. Various causes assigned for the 
unfortunate issue of the operation on Hoo 
Loo are before the public, and these 1 leave 
to individual judgment. The proportion of 
successful cases is, therefore, fully equal to 
that of most of the capital operations, while 
it far surpasses that of several others, and, 
therefore, sufficiently disproves Mr. Simp- 
son’s assertion, that the operation was not 
warranted by experience, and must inevit- 
ably prove fatal. Moreover, since ascer- 
tained fact is the best ground for arguments 
in the justification of any proceeding, I 
think from the foregoing facts it may be iv- 
ferred, that the operation is also justifiable. 

Nor can I think that the patient is with- 
out adequate hope of benefit consequent on 
the removal. An operation which removes 
a formidable incumbrance, and restores 
— = active exertion, while it leaves 

stre unimpaired, may sure] 

indeed, stated his conviction, that, even in 
the event of a patient surviving the imme- 
diate effects of the o ion, the immense 
change which takes place in the state of the 
circulation stardibie, is sufficient to pre- 
clude any rational hope of recovery. To 
this I would reply, that all the nine patients 
who survived the operation at St. Kitts, 
were alive and in excellent health when J 
left that island in the year 1823,—periods 
of from three to ten years having elapsed 
since the several operations were performed. 
The patients were highly pleased with their 
improved condition, and grateful for the ad- 
vantages they had derived from art. 

I did not, like Mr. Simpson, form an un- 
favourable prognosis with regard to Hoo 
Loo, 1 must confess that 1 considered his 


a very favourable case for operation, snd 
certainly anticipated a fortunate result. The 
tumour was not of a bulk inconvenient to 
the operator; the neck of it was compara- 


here | tively small, the patient was young, robust, 


in excellent spirits, and anxious for relief ; 
while, from the state of his pulse, and the 
appearance of his tongue, he seemed to be 


in good health. 

s these tumours rarely, under any cir- 
cumstances, place life in jeopardy, I id 
suffer the question of removing them to rest 
entirely with the patient, and, in the event 
of a requisition to operate, I not for 
a moment hesitate in complying, where no 
contra-indication existed. 1 should proceed 
by the same method which I have hitherto 
adopted, and with very sanguine expecta- 
tions of a favourable result. 

Whether the science of surgery has been 
advantaged by my deliberate extension of 
its practical efforts for the relief of those 
who have been afflicted with scrotal elephan- 
tiasis, it remains with the profession to de- 
cide, and, notwithstanding Mr. Simpson’s 
unpropitious judgment, | am uot apprehen- 
sive of very general censure. 

2, Euston Grove, April 25th, 1831. 


. CASE OF 
TRAUMATIC TETANUS, 


By W. Misxix, £sq., Surgeon. 


Joun Tuvnine, thirty-two years, 
punctured his a the 
4th of October; on the 7th of the same 
month, I was sent for to attend him, when 
I found him labouring under great de- 
pression of spirits, low but quick pulse, 
furred tongue, with rigors ; little or no pain 
in the foot. Ordered him a poultice to the 
part affected, with the following medi- 
cine 


Pulv. rhue, gr. iui. Cons. q. 8. f. pil. ii 
capt. st. 
h., 
senna, 


Jaq. ant. tart., gtt. xl. M. capt. 
3tm part. 4ta quaq. hor. 

Oct. 8. He appeared much relieved ; the 
medicine operated freely ; the stools very 
black and offensive. 1 repeated the medi- 
cine as before. 


1 

Ad. menth. prp., 

9. Every-thing uppeared going on well, 
with litde or no pain in the foot ; the poul- 
tice to be repeated in the evening of the 
9th. The family sent for me in great 
haste, — my attendance imme- 
diately. When I found my pa- 
tient complaining of great stiffness in the 
movement of his jaw; he experienced an 
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saa uneasiness in ing, with difficulty inj Twelve o'clock. Bowels not relieved. 
‘The ing the teeth, pain behind the ster- | Ordered him two drops of ol. croton in muc. 
at to num and at the pit of the stomach towards the | acacia, ¥iss. st. sumend. ‘This had the de- 
vertebra ; muscles of the neck and abdomen, | sired effect ; the spasms somewhat abated. 
os , the muscles of the abdomen becoming quite; Six o’clock. The spasms returned with 
lief as hard as a board, the muscles of the limbs | increased violence. The pulse very feeble 
i _ and face likewise becoming affected with | but quick, from 100 to 110 and 120, which 
whe tetanic spasm; the features were drawn |had heen the case throughout the disease, 
into a iar grin or - I immedi-|with a dark furred tongue and great thirst. 
@- ately examined the wound; finding it had | Had recourse to the opium, camphor, and 
ber d put on a livid colour, with some pain shoot- | hyd., with opening mixture. 
— ing up the leg, I opened the wound freely,} ‘Ten o'clock. Slightly relieved from pain. 
aie and ied sp. terebinth, with tinct. opii,}Continue the draughts and ion as 
sn fee and red the poultice to be continued | before. 
otoed with the following medicine :— 12. Eight o'clock. Morning. ‘The symp- 
oceed KR Pulv. opii, gr. ii; toms much abated; had had some sleep 
; Vv: during the night, and felt less pain and 
herte pet As M. f. stiffness in the muscles of the face and 
Ve . ve 
_— omni — oe neck; the muscles of the abdomen not so 
Pulv. . tense; the bowels freely open; the stools 
R Pulv. much better ; able to take a little wine and 
Inf. senne, water, tea, &c. Continued the medi- 
Magnes. suiph : cine as before. 
ii. cap. rye ad 12. Ten o’clock. Passed a better night ; 
a little toast and tea for breakfast. Con- 
ehen- Tinct. opii, M. f. embrocatio. 


The face, peck, and throat, to be con- 
stantly rubbed, which was done day and 
night; the medicine continued every hour 
for three doses during the night. 
10. Seven o'clock in the morning. He 
had passed a distressing night. ‘The bowels 


Four o’clock. Much better; pulse 96. 
Ordered him the sulph. quin. iu three-grain 
doses every three hours. Continued the 
suppos. twice a day. 

13. Continues toimprove. Repeated the 


slightly relieved. Continued the same medi- oa 


cine every two hours, instead of every hour. 
One o’clock. I called in my friend Mr. 
Callaway. We found him more tranquil, 
with less anxiety about the countenance; 
the bowels had been freely relieved by this 
time; the stools as black as pitch; con- 
tioued the terebinth. to the wound, with 


ph. 
14, Passed a good night. Continues the 
sulph. quinin. with opening medicine, 

15. Better. 16. Ditto. 

17. Better. Directed for him, the rust of 
iron, ps three times a day. Ordered him 
into the country, Devonshire, to recruit 
his strength, &c. &c. 


— poultice, and ordered the following medi-| + Broad Street, Horselydown, 
cine 
bad a Appr. suppos. recto pil. sapon. cum opii, Di 
Morphine, gr.88 ; 
yy nes ; ON THE RECURRENCE OF STONE AFTER THE 
@ther, sulph. gtt. xxx ; 
pil.ii Mist, camph., f. haust.Stia} OPERATION OF LITHOTRITY,. 
pang hora sumend, Rep. embro- CASB RELATED BY A PATIENT. 
. terebinth, 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Mue. acacia, 3vi. M.f. enema. Str,—In one of your late Numbers you 
4: the Eight o'clock. Evening. Continue the| published the details of a case of stone in 
3 very draught and embrocation, with a blister to| the bladder, which I treated successfully by 
ote J the nape of the neck. Enema and suppos.,|the Civialian operation, and which I read 

with an opening draught. before the Westminster Medical Society. 
a well 11. Seven o'clock. Morning. Restless| This case was interesting from the circum- 
. poul- night ; bad several very severe spasms ; no | stance of the patient having undergone, three 
of the sleep ; the bowels confined. Rep. enema ; | years before, the operation of lithotomy. It 
| great Tep. suppos. was the second case of recidive calculus 
iesmme- BR Pulv. scammon., i; which I had operated on since my arrival in 
my pe- Inf. senna, 3iss ; England; and as the patient, Mr. Heath, 
the sulph., f. baust.| had no objection to such a course, I felt 
ced myself called upon, in presenting him to the 


years, 
n the 
same 
when 
de- 
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Society, to offer a few observations, with a 
view to compare both operations, These 
observations were not given as a full and 
complete parallel between lithotrity and li- 
thotomy ; they merely embraced a few of 
the a ints, in simple cases of cal- 
eulus in adder, in which these opera- 
tions stand contrasted. I shall now detail 
another case, which occurred in our practice 
at Paris, and which exhibits a very remark- 
able instance of the reproduction of calcu- 
lus after operation. + J object in relating 
these cases is riot solely to record the fact 
of cure by lithotrity. In the former | com- 
pared both tions with respect to pain 
and danger; in the present, I shall consider 
an objection taken against lithotrity, on the 
acore of liability to leave fragments of stone 
in the bladder, which would form a nuclei 
for other calculi. The subject of the pre- 
sent case, M. Clever de Maldigny, was him- 
self a surgeon, and the relation of it is here 
transcribed in his own words, as commu- 
niecated by him to the Royal Academy of 
Sciences 
‘I am but 27 years of age, ve 
been already coven with 
stone, I was first cut at Luneville, in 1816. 
The caloulus which was removed from my 
bladder on that occasion was broken during 
its extraction; and in the following -year, 
without having experienced any respite from 
my sufferings, I was again eut, and two large 
stones were extracted. After this second 
operation, I continued for a considerable 
time without a return of my complaint. I 
however suffered occasionally from ardor 
vesice ; the urine was sedimentous, and 
charged with mucosity ; | never experienc- 
ed any nephritic pains whatever. In 1818, 
I was again cut at Nancy; the operation, 
which was very laborious, lasted more than 
half an hour, and was followed by the most 
alarming symptoms. An inflammation of 
the most violent character was kindled in 
the bladder; which was soon communicated 
to the abdomen. ‘The third day after the 
ation,a very abundant hwmorrhage took 


from one of the arteries that bad been | ope 


cut ; this loss of blood was so considerable 
that my life was in the greatest peril ; it 
abated fur the moment the Sakae 
‘oms, but they soon re with 

participated in the excitement ; | became 
delirious, These symptoms yielded to a 
copious vomiting of blood, after my surgeon 
had ceased to entertain the least hope of 
recovery. By this terrible operation, 


the issue of which had so nearly proved fatal, 


1 was confined to bed for two months, and 
my subsequent convalescence was exceed- 
ingly slow. In 18¢0, I was cut at Stras- 
bourg; a small stone was extracted; my 
recovery was quick. In 1823, I ogain sub- 


mitted to ; the stone was of mid- 
dling size; my confinement was short. In 
18%4, I delivered myself of a calculus, of 
the size of a walnut.* After having made 
the incision necessary the tion of 
the stone, I passed in my fingers and brought 
it out; it was lod od close by tlie neck of 
the bladder, in a cavity formed by the inter- 
nal orifice of the last incision, which had 
not entirely cicatrized on the inside. I re- 
covered from this operation in three weeks. 
These several operations, performed on parts 
which were constantly inflamed, joined to 
the extreme nervous irritability of my con- 
stitution, have frequently aroused in me suf- 
ferings which had been only jujlied momen- 
tarily. This year, for the seventh time, 
I became a prey to the relentless tortures 
of this cruel affection, from which I had 
already suffered so much ; and the recollec- 
tion of the trials I had undergone would 
have more than shaken my courage, if I had 
not been led to hope for succour in litho- 
trity. But my confidence in its efficacy was 
suddenly checked by the contradictory state- 
ments which reached me, and the port of 
safety which was in sight seemed to vanish ; 
however, the just terror with which litho- 
tomy inspired me did not allow me to hesi- 
tate. I would not submit at once to the 
application of a method with which I was 
so imperfectly acquainted, but, far from re- 
jecting it, 1 resolved to study it, and be 
influenced with rs to it by my own 
judgment alone. accordingly attended 
the practice of Dr. Civiale; I saw him ope- 


* There are several instances in pileh pation 
have cut themselves for stone. Even the first 
ttempts at the inative or lithotritic method 
were made by patients ; viz. the Monk of Citeaux and 
Colonel Martin, A case isrelated by George Tobias 
Durr, in the German Ephemerides, of a saddler, who 
having been cutin bis youth, was again afflicted 
with stone fifteen yeats after. He felt pai the 
perineum, in the situation of the old wound; be 
vpened the cicatrix with his knife, and extracted 
from it a stone measuring three inches 
nearly two broad; he did well. Tulpias in his 
Obs. Med. relates the case of a locksmith who 
having been twice cut for stone, performed the 
ration on himself the third time. One of his 
brothers held up the t He steadied the 
stone with his left hand, and opened the perineam 
with three incisions, and after enlarging the woand 
with his fingers, a stone of the size of a hen-ege 
dropped out of itself. In the Memoirs of the Royal 
Society of Montpellier, there is an account of a 
shepherd who suffered from a stone in the bladder, 
which he could tind no surgeon bold enough to 
operate for. An abscess formed in. the perineum 
and opened spontaneously in three different places. 
The shepherd enlarged one of the openings with his 
fingers, throngh which he extracted a stone which 
weighed three ounces. ere were three li 
worms attached to the stone. Thoqgenies became 
fistulous, and all the urine was voided through it 
ever afterwards. In }789 there was a good deal 
spoken about an individual of Troyes who had been 
for a long time a sufferer from stone, and who had 
cut himself four times. In the first attempts he 
failed, but he at last succeeded in ridding 
of the stone,—Civiale’s Letter on Lithotrity. 
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rate, and I became convinced of the precious 
advantages of a method, the happy results 
of which soon decided my choice. How 
could I act otherwise? I had witnessed 
such striking exam of its benefits; I 
had seen five fellow-sufferers relieved by its 
application, (Dr. Clever here gives their 
names.) Surely, less than this would have 


tures from misery which only led to death 
through successive crises of anguish and 
exhaustion, made it a law with medical men 
uot to exhibit the reality, but through a 
focus of hope and consolution. No one cat 
deny the obligations which humanity owes 
to those eminent men, ancient and modern, 
who, by -their labours, have shed on this 


sufficed to subdue the doubts of a poor suf- | branch of surgery the lights of an admirable 
ferer, who might be said to have counted perfection. Who can be so senseless as to 
the years of bis existence by dreadful epoclis | blame them for reverses which are inberent 
of suffering. The cures which I had seen |in the operation, and not attributable to the 
effected while | was myself under treat-| operators? 1 am not so unjust; and in this 
ment gave me confidence in the result, as it sketch I take pleasure in ad-ing my feeble 
regarded myself, and my hope has not been | expression of homage to those which such 
vain. ‘Ihe first sitting took place on the|distinguished talents deserve. But, con- 
20th April; a lithotrite, two lines and a vinced that the majority at present, and 
half in diameter, was introduced into my almost the totality, at no distant period, of 
bladder, the stone was soon seized ; it was calculous patients, may be rescued from the 
friable and small ; it was instantly crushed ;| knife, 1 shall state exactly the odds against 
some of its fragments were withdrawn in the use of it. The mere preparatory steps 
the lithotrite, and I voided several others for the performance of lithotomy are awful, 
with my urine. Tbis sitting lasted about and excite terror in the mind of the patient. 
five minutes. So happy a commencement | This unfavourable disposition of the mind, 
increased my confidence ; even the pain of! when it does not add to the chances of a 
the operation had not been so great as 1 | fatal termination, too frequently predisp ses 
presumed it would be ; I no longer enter- to serious consequences. He who has to 
tained any apprehensions ; and my futurity, submit to be cut, sees hims+lf pitilessly 
whatever it be, no longer disheartens me, bound, hand and foot, and fixed in the most 
since | have for any future occasion such a/inconvenient position. ‘Ihe impossibility in 
simple and certain resource against these which he is thus placed, of hoping for the 
lithic reproductions. The operation was least condescension to his cries, gives the 
continued on the 22ad, with the same in- | complement to hig terrors, and presages the 
strument, One of the remaining fragments | tortures in store for him, by a paintul feel- 


of the stone was seized without difficulty and jing of suffocation, For though the instru- 


crushed ; some fragments were extracted in 
the lithotrite, others were expelled with the 
urine. On the 27th, the pain caused by the 
presence of the stove in the bladder still 
continued ; it had even become more acute. 
On examination the bladder was stil! found 
to contain some fragments of stone; three 
of them were crushed and extracted. On 
the 26th, an exploration was made, but the 


ments are carefully kept out of sight, he 
knows that deep incisions are to be made, 
that instruments are to be passed into his 
bladder through a large wound, the dangers 
of which are exaggerated by his fears. In 
lithotrity, on the contrary, every-thing tends 
to reassure him, he sees the instrument, 
the innocuity of its mode of action is ex- 
plained to him, the idea of a speedy de- 


sensibility of the bladder was such as to 
cause the operation to be deferred. On the 
1st of May | still suffered in making water ; | 
I begged M. Civiale to make another search ; | 
several fragments were extracted, From | 
that moment all the symptoms of stone in 
the bladder ceased. 

** Lithotomy is too well known to require 
any additional light to he thrown on it from 
me ; however, as I believe there is no per- 
son better qualified than myself to establish 
&@ compurison between this frightful opera- 
tion and the Civialian method, I shall en- 
deavour to trace a parallel of both. As long 
as a deplorable necessity limited art to the 
too precarious chances of lithotomy, to ex- 
pose the misfortunes which accompany it 
would have been an. act of the most revolt- 
ing cruelty. The frightful perspective re- 
served for calculous patients, the praise- 
worthy desire of reseuing our fellow-crea- 


liverance supports his drooping courage, 
and he places himself with perfect tran- 
quillity in the proper position, persuaded 
that he shall enjoy perfect liberty of his 
limbs, and that the operator has the power 
of suspending his labours at the mere men- 
tion of the pain his mancuvres may occa- 
sion, Ip lithotumy, the duration of the 
operation may be very long; despite of the 
talent of an expert operator, parts essential 
to life will be occasionally injured; the in- 
troduction of the fingers, or of the in- 
struments necessary for the extraction of 
the stone, create the most excruciating pain. 
The bladder emptied of fluid contracts on 
the stone, and sometimes embraces it so 
completely as to conceal it from the touch. 
In most causes, great obstacles prevent the 
stone from being seized in the position de- 
sired; but when the stone is large, and 
there is a disproportion between its size 


nts 
first 
hod 
who 
the 
ed 
and 
his 
who 
the 
his 
the 
and 
egg 
oyal 
a 
ider, 
h to 
eum 
aces. 
| his 
hich 
ving 
Ame 
gh it 
deal 
been 
had 
s he 
mself 


and the diemeter of the through 
which it is to be fatal 
ceration must be resorted to! If the cal- 
culi be numerous, how fatiguing the ope- 
ration is for the surgeon, and, & fortiori, | 
how excessively terrible for the poor patient! | 
Lithotrity regulates the periods of its appli- | 
cation according to the wishes of the patient, 
and may be adjourned at pleasure. True it, 
is, that its application is not exempt from 
pain; but how trifling is this pain com- 
pared with the cruel lacerations of the litho- 
tome,—how infinitely trifling compared to 
the mortal anguish the unbappy sufferer 
must endure, under the destructive efforts. 
of the blood-stained hands which belabour' 
him! It would be superfluous todefend the 
lithotritic method against the reproaches 
which have been wrongfully addressed to it; 
a careful examination of the instruments, 
aud the repeated application of them in my 
presence, have convinced me that it is ex- 
empt from all dangerous consequences ; but 
it is not so in the cutting operation.” (Here 
Mr. Clever enters into the consideration of 
the dangers of lithotomy, which, as they 
would extend this paper to an inconvenient 
length, 1 think it unnecessary to repro- 
duce.) 

The point on which the foregoing case 
particularly bears, is the reproduction or 
recidive state of this disease. The objec- 
tion is taken against lithotrity on the ground 
of the probability that some fragments of 
the calculus may be left in the bladder after 
the operation, and that these may become 
the nuclei of other calculi. In this objec- 
tion it is not considered how much more 
perfect a sounding or exploring instrument 
the lithotrite is, than the common curved 
sound. By means of the lithotrite, not only 
can a portion of calculus no bigger than a 

rain of wheat be discovered in the blad- 

er, but it may be, by this instrument, 
crushed or extracted at the same time. Re- 
cidive calculus is not so unfrequent as it is 
generally supposed to be. Many patients 
have been twice cut for stone; but how 
much greater this number would have been, 
if lithotomy had not been so often fatal 
when performed on those who submitted to 
it for the second, third, and fourth time! 
Now, as lithotrity shelters those who sub- 
mit to it from the same chances of morta- 
lity, the reproduction of stone must neces- 
sarily be more frequent, because it may be 
resorged to in the majority of those cases in 
which the cutting operation would have 
caused death. Facts like these show how 
fallacious it would be to attribute to the new 
method the return of a disease, the cause of 
which is unknown, and which, in spite of 
all the speculations of physiologists, is so 
frequently reproduced with frightful promp- 
-titude, particularly when the concretion 
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consists of of lime or uric acid, 
It should be further observed, when the dis- 
ease has not subsisted for a long time, and 


‘the bladder contains several small calculi 


that these may be co-existent with others 
in the kidneys. Under such circumstances, 
the ureters through which the calculi in the 
bladder have descended, are enlarged. If 
an operation be now pertormed for their ex- 
traction, it will be little wonder that the 
disease shall reappear soon after, and that 
without nephritic pains, seeing that the. pre- 
vious dilatation of the ureters prepares the 
way for the descent of those still remaining 
in the kidneys. It is not my object, how- 
ever, in arguing ou the recidive state of 
culculus, to overlook the well-grounded 
hope which is entertained of our being at 
some time or other enabled to prevent the 
return of this disease, by modifying the se- 
cretion of urine. 

I have the honour to be 
Your obedient servant, 
W. B. 


60, St. Martin’s Lane, London, 
April 26th, 1831. 


JOHN LONG AND DR. RAMADGE. 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 


Srr,—Every member of our profession, 
who has the least regard for his character 
on the score of honesty, propriety, or, I 
may add, common decency, will, I am sure, 
be deeply indignant at the course Dr. 
Ramadge has pursued in defence of John 
St. John Long. Permit me, however, to 
suggest that the wisest plan is to leave both 
these highly honourable and respectable 
persons to find their own level. The former 
has already been twice introduced to public 
notice at the bar of the Old Bailey, and L 
do not doubt that the issue of any observa- 
tions you may make, in exposition of the 
conduct of the latter, will be of utility to 
him, by acquiring him that notoriety it is 
his object to obtain. From the medical pro- 
fession, Dr, Ramadge’s character will al- 
ways receive the immense respect it merits ; 
while the experience of an individual scarce- 
ly in the meridian of life, who states he has 
opened ‘* more than a thousand bodies of 
consumptive persons alone,” cannot fail of 
having its due weight with the public. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Frep. Saumon. 

12, Old Broad-street, 

April 30, 1831. 
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LANCET. 
London, Saturday, Mey 7, 1091. 


Tue. Cottece or Mepicixne 
is not. oly instituted, but its beautiful 
and unobjectionable machinery was set in 
motion by the proceedings of the public 
meeting held at the Crown and Anchor on 
Thursday evening last. This assembly of 
English medical practitioners was numer- 
ously and respectably attended ; but severe 
disappointment was experienced from the 
non-appearance of Mrs Hume, who up to 
as late a period of the day as six o’clock, 
sent to say, that he should be ready to take 
the chair at the appointed hour. Unfortu- 
nately, however, for the meeting, the ho- 
nourable gentleman was obliged to be ab- 
sent, owing toa previous engagement with 
a large body of reformers at the London 
Tavern, whence he found it impossible to 
withdraw withoat giving offence, until it had 
become too late to afford the profession any 
material service by making his appearance 
at the Crown and Anchor. The members 
of the profession are so thoroughly acquaint- 
ed with Mr. Hume’s general zeal in every 
department of honourable and useful reform, 
but more especially in that of medicine, that 
they may feel assured that nothing but 
the most pressing and urgent engagement 
could have withheld him from the assembly 
at which he had been informed that his pre- 
sence would prove of essential advantage to 
the great body of British medical practi- 
tioners, Mr. Hume has ever shown, both 
in and out of Parliament, that he is the con- 
stant and sincere friend of the members of 
that profession of which he was at one time 
a distinguished ornament. And if we had 
no other foundation whereon to rest our 
hopes of success for the New College of Me- 
dicine, the presence in the House of Com- 
mons of such a man as Mr, Hume would 
assure us that our confidence was not ill- 
founded. ‘ 


The members of the Committee having 
declined to take the chair, Mr. Procror, a 
highly-respectable practitioner in medicine, 
and a gentleman who, up to that moment, 
had been entirely unconnected with the pro- 
ceedings, was voted into the office of Pre- 
sident, amidst the unanimous plaudits of 
the Meeting ; and it would ill become us to 
withhold from that gentleman the commen-_ 
dations merited by his able and impartial 
conduct. A more efficient substitute for 
Mr. Hume could scarcely be found. And 
we feel the more satisfaction in making this 
acknowledgment, because we have been 
given to understand, that Mr. Procror had 
long formed one of that body distinguished 
in medical politics by the name of Medical 
Tories. Mr. Procror, whatever may be 
his views with regard to party questions, 
showed by his gentlemanly and impartial 
conduct, that he is an admirer of candour: 
and trath. He had the good sense to dis- 
coverthat the London College of Medicive 
owes not its existence to the narrow and con- 
fined limits of party feeling, but that the 
principies recommended for its government 
are as unmixed with illiberality, as the ob- 
jects of its promoters are unblended with 
motives of self-interest. 

We repeat, then, 
only instituted, but that its machinery was. 
set inmotion, when the following resolutions 
received the unanimous and enthusiastic 
approval of the meeting :— 

“€ Resolved,— That in conformity with one 
of the recommendations of the Committee, 
Offices, to be denominated ‘ The London 
College of Medicine Chambers,’ be imme- 
diately taken for the transaction of the busi- 
ness of the College. 

Resolved,—That the present Commit- 
tee be empowered, until the general convo- 
cation to be held in September next, to 
receivé the inscriptions of Candidates, 
and regulate the admission to the Fellow~ 
ships.” 

Thus, then, the work has’ really com- 
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menced, and where is the honourable man 
who does not hope that the result may be 
as splendid as the design is pure? It is 
not in our power, the meeting having taken 
place at so late a period of the week, to 
insert an account of the proceedings. But 
we publish with feelings of proud satis- 
faction the following report of the com- 
mittee, and sure are we that it will be 


Joun Banwert, Esq., M.B.C.S. 
Josnua Baooxes, Esq., F.B.S., late Lec- 


turer on Anatomy, Physiology, and Sur- 


D. D, Dayis, M.D., Professor of Mid- 


wifery in the University of London. 


Grorcs Deanort, Esq. M.B.C.S. 


Lecturer ou Anatomy. 


Evers, M.D,, on 


Medica and Chemistry, 


Tuomas Evans, Esq., M.R.C.S., Teacher 


of the Elements of Practitel Medicine. 


REPORT OF THE LONDON COLLEGE OF MEDICINE COMMITTEE. 


— OF THE COMMITTEE. 


received by the profession throughout 
England, Ireland, and Scotland, as it was by 
the meeting at the Crown and Anchor, with 
sentiments of the most cordial and enthu- 
siastic approval. Never, we sincerely be- 
lieve, since the first moment of recorded 
time, was a document framed under the 
influence of more generous or less inte- 
rested motives. 


Joun Hopces, Esq., MROS. 

Josern Houmss, Esq., M.R.C.S. 

Tomas Kinc, M.D., formerly House- 
Surgeon at the Hotel Dieu, Paris, and Lec- 
turer on Surgery. é 

W. B. O’Suavonyessy, M.D., Lecturer 
on Medical Jurisprudence, &c. 

Tuomas Waxciv, Esq., M.R.C.S., Edi- 
tor of Tas Lancer. 

Groxce Watxer, Esq., M.R.CS. 

Cuarres Wacter, Esq., M.R.C.S., Lec- 


_ 
REPORT. 


turer on Midwifery. 


the Report for the sensideration ‘of the modical practitioners 
of Great Britain and Ireland, the Committee of the London College of Medicine 
have not for one instant beeu anmindful of the vast importance of the trust committed 
-to their charge ; and in suggesting the laws which they conceive ought to be adopted 
in the government of a Mrpicat Co.tece founded solely with a view to benefit man- 
kind, to protect the honour and interests of medical practitioners, and to promote, by 
every possible means, the cultivation of the science of medicine, they have taken a 
careful and deliberate survey of the arrangements of all existing medical colleges, 
foreign and domestic. Thus strengthened in their opinions by a knowledge of the ad- 
vantages and disadvantages which have arisen from the contradictory and imperfect, 
not to say illiberal, laws now in force, the members of the Committee confidently re- 
commend the following Regulations, as comprebendiog the leading principles to be 
observed in the government of the London College of Medicine :— b 
1, That any gentleman now legally qualified to practise in any branch of the medical 
profession in Bugland, Ireland, or Scotland, or any gentlemap producing + 
medical diploma from an English, Irish, or Scotch University, or College of 
Physicians or of Surgeons, or from the Faculty of Physicians or Surgeons in 
Glasgow, be deemed an eligible candidate, without professional examination, for 
the diploma of the London College of Medicine. The recognition of foreign 


diplomas to be left to the diaeretion of the senate, 
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2. The possessors of the diplomas of the London College of Medicine to be denomi- 
' | pated Fellows, and to enjoy both in and out of the College, the title of Doctor. 


3. The London College of Medicine to be under the government of a ee rae 
Vice-Chancellors, and Senate. 


4. The.senate to consist of not less than thirty-six, to be elected ar baUot, annu- 
ally, by the Fellows in general convocation, . 


' 5. The convocation for the election of the senate to be held on the last day of Sep- 
tember in every year, unless that day fall on a Sunday, when the convocation 
shall be held on the twenty-ninth day of September. 

6. The Chancellor, Vice-Chancellors, and Scrutators, to be elected by the senate ; 
a majority of the senate to be present, or the election void ; such elections to 
be conducted by ballot, and the decision of the majority to be final, 


7. On each examination of candidates for the for the diploma, seven of the senate to consti- 
tute a medical jury; the scrutators to be ineligible. 


8. The members of the senate to form the jury by rotation ; any juror neglecting to 
attend, or failing to secure on his behalf the attendance of one of the senate, to 


be peremptorily fined. 


9. On each examination, the votes of a te of the jury to decide the candidate’s 
admission or rejection. 


10, The examination of candidates to be conducted in public by the Chancellor, 
or a Vice-Chancellor, the Scrutators, and’ the Medical Jury. 

11, A juror, on withdrawing during an examination, to lose his seat in the senate, 
unless a majority of the senate decide otherwise. The office of such juror to be 
filled hy some other member of the senate then present. 


12, Candidates not to be required to produce any certificates whatsoever ; as com- 
petency to undergo a fair and searching professional examination, is considered 
to be the only professional qualification necessary for obtaining the diploma. 


13. The examination to be conducted on two separate days, The examination on 
the FIRST Day to consist of an inquiry into the facts we 


(The dead subject, or a sufficient Physiology and 
portion placed before leading to ow 
Pharmacy, and Botany ; that is, the chemical, 
har tical, and bot I history of the articles of the Materia 
The facts of edica 5 together with the identification and description of plates, 
Materia Medica,\ and specimens of the vegetable and animal substances of the Materia 
| Medi and the greetinal analysis or preparation of some pharma- 
ceutical compound. 
The examination on the secon pay to consist of the Theoretical Principles of 
Physiology .... The body in a state of health, 
Pathology sees The body in a state of disease, 
Semeiology.... Symptoms indicative of disease, 
Surgery ; and finally, 


' The ical ication of these facts and 
divided i into in, surgery, and of 
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. 44 Every candidate found worthy of admission to a Fellowship, to receive the 
diploma of the College, signed by the Chancellor, Vice Chancellors, Scrutators, 
and Jurors. 


15. The fee to be demanded for the diploma of the College, to be three guineas from 
gentlemen engaged in practice, and five guineas from students ; being the lowest 
sums which can be named, consistent with the maintenance and utility of 
the College. . : 

16, No candidate, after a second rejection, to be eligible for re-examination until 
twelve months shall have elapsed. 

17. The Fellows to be at liberty to extend their professional exertions to all branches 

of medical science, or to confine them to a single department. 

18, A Collegiate Eleemosynary Fund to be established for the maintenance of dis- 
tressed widows and orphans of Fellows of the College ; and also to render assist- 
ance, in cases of absolute necessity, to any of the Fellows themselves who may 
be reduced to distress by circumstances over which they may have no control. 
Such claims not to be entertained, unless supported by testimonials of high moral 
character. 

19, The Eleemosynary Collegiate Fund to be established and maintained by the life, 

or annual, contributions of the Fellows 


20. The Eleemosynary Fund, to be under the entire control of the Chancellor, Vice- 
Chancellor, and Senate, 


' @1, During the first year, the whole of the officers of the College to perform the 
duties of their station gratuitously ; the servants of the College to be remune- 
rated according to the extent and value of their labours. 


22, That apartments, to be called ‘‘ The London College of Medicine Chambers,” be 
immediately taken’ in a central part of the Metropolis, for the transaction of the 
business of the College, and for receiving the inscriptions of candidates for the 
diploma. One of the rooms of the College chambers to be converted intoa 
reading-room for the accommodation of the Fellows, and to be provided with the 
various periodicals, scientific, political, and literary. 

23. A collegiate association to be instituted upon a plan somewhat analogous to, but 
upon a more extended basis than, that of the existing medical societies, for the 
periodical discussion of on subjects. 

24, That a fund be instituted to be called “ The London College of Medicine Build- 
ing Fund,” to which all persons friendly to the institution be invited to subscribe, 


25. That the senate be directed to apply to Parliament for an Act for incorporating 
the London College of Medicine,—for securing to its Fellows all those rights, 
privileges, and immunities, which are now enjoyed by the Fellows, Members, 
or Licentiates, of any of the existing medical corporations,—and for conferring 
upon the Fellows the right of practising all branches of the profession in any 
part of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, without their being 
compelled to obtain from any other medical corporation any diplomas, certifi. 
cates, or licenses, whatsoever. 

26. That when the state of the funds of the the College shall justify such a measure, 

; Professorships shall be founded, the Professors to be elected by public exami- 
nation and competition, ; 


THE CLAIMS OF THE NEW COLLEGE. 


- The profession have now before them the 
principles upon which this College will be 
governed; at least, here are the recom- 
mendations of the Committee for the adop- 
tion of the senate. The most careless ob- 
server cannot fail to perceive the wide 
difference between the governing principle 
of this medical college, and of that which 
obtains in all the existing corporations. 
Here the power rests with the whole body 
of the Fellows. No man is to receive the 
diploma, without enjoying a full equality 
in collegiate rights and privileges. There 
are no members to be thrust from the Col- 
lege doors ; no Council to hire ruffians to 
assassinate members; the elections of the 
officers are to be annual, and those elections 
to be made by ballot, and under the entire 
control of the Fellows. The funds of the 
College will be secure against plunder. 
Merit will be protected and rewarded, 
Students will be examined in public, and be 
thus shielded from the petulance of ignorant 
bigots, and from the malignant, secret in- 
trigues of rival teachers. The empirical 
distinctions which have so long disgraced 
the profession will be entirely abolished, 
and the public will have the infinite satis- 
faction of knowing that every possessor of 
the diploma of this College has proved that 
he is well qualified to practise in every branch 
of medical science. Again, it will be seen 
that the plundering “ certificate system” is 
completely exploded in this institution. 
Knowledge, wherever obtained, and in 
whomsoever found, will receive its homage 
and reward, The scandal of relying more 
upon proofs of plunder than upon evidence 
of attainments in science, cannot be con- 
nected with the Fellows of the London Col- 
lege of Medicine. In what, we would ask, 
can the rationality of an opposition to 
such an institution consist? If the pro- 
posed laws were restrictive, individuals 
placed beyond certain defined limits might 
have just reason to complain of cruel and 
harassing deprivations. But no such ob- 
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noxious feature can be traced in this code 
of provisionallaws, The right hand of fel- 
lowship is freely held out to all legally- 
qualified practitioners, and to all candidates 
for the diploma who are capable of show- 
ing by their talents that they are fortified 
with a sufficient degree of knowledge to en- 
gage in superintending the health of the 
community, There are physicians who 
complain of this scheme ; who are so un- 
mindful of what ought to constitute the 
dignity of their own character, as to allege 
that it is “infamous” to confer upon the 
general practitioner the title of “ Doctor.” 
With these objections we fear that envy 
outweighs every other feeling. They are 
entirely unmindful of the manner in which 
medical diplomas have been obtained from 
the universities, and they also forget that 
the most highly-gifted practitioners in the 
country consist of gentlemen who, for the 
most part, practise in the whole range of 
medical science. Ifthe diploma be conferred 
as a testimonial of superior medical skill, it 
is right that its possessor should enjoy all 
the benefit that can arise from such a dis- 
tinction. But, on the other hand, if medi- 
cal diplomas can be procured by gentlemen 
who give no proofs whatever of superior 
acquirements in the study of medicine, why 
should they be at liberty to claim the exclu- 
sive enjoyment of a distinction which has 
considerable influence upon the minds of a 
large portion of the community? But is it 
not notorious that even both at Oxford and 
at Cambridge, gentlemen obtain a medical 
degree, and afterwards a Fellowship at the 
London College of Physicians, without being 
acquainted with even the rudiments of me- 
dical science? In fact, individuals easily 
succeed in acquiting the highest titles in 
the profession, who, with respect to medi- 
cal attainments, for which alone medical 
diplomas ought to be granted, are infinitely 
below the licentiate of the Apothecaries’ 
Hall. Until within a few years, the medi- 
cal education of physicians was little better 
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than a fared, and the diploma proved, but in 
too many cases, an instrument of fatal decep- 
tioli With the public. The lite Mr. Aurr- 
WeTHY, when talking with a friend respect- 
ing his prospects for his son, said that 
“ Having strong medical interest at Bartho- 
Tomew’s, I shall certainly educate him to the 
profession, but I do not know which depart- 
thet I shall select for him: if he should 
out a clever, keen-eyed, sensible chap, 
I shall make a sérgeon of him ; but shoald 
the fellow prove a fool, I shall make a phy- 
sician of him. Egid, if we give a physician 
a start, he keep up thé run by iiteans 
of his title; but @ surgeon cannot get on 
without 4 head.” Mr. Ankrwerity was a 
than of acknowledged observation and ex- 
perience ; and in the medical department of 
his own hospital he hiad doubtless met with 
sufficient facts to justify the utterance of 
this practical sarcasm. We contend that 
all practitioners who are deemed qualified 
in law to engage in the active duties of the 
profession, shotld enjoy equal titles in re- 
lation to their presumed legal competency. 
Thetefore, we say, either abolish the title 
of “ Doctor” altogether, or confér that title 
updén gentlemen whose medical attainments 
aré immeasutibly beyond those of hun- 
dreds of individuals who are now invested 
with that mark of distinction. If there be 
a strong jealousy existing upon this sub- 
ject in the minds of some physicians, it is 
a pleasing consolation to know that such an 
itiberat feeling extends not through the 
whole range of that department of the pro- 
fession. There are physicians who are not 
otily liberal enough to acknowledge that 
the title of « Doctor ” ought to be attached 
to the names of all legally-qualified. and 
competent practitioners, but there are 
physicians wlio are so stimulated by a love 
of justice, by such a regard for the honour 
of the profession and the welfare of the 
public, as to come forward instantly at the 
call of their brethren, toassist in conferring 


it has been so long ahd 86 unjustly withheld, 
and for the further purpose of conferring 
it also upon thosé gentlenien; who, in a 
publi¢ exatinstion, may prove that they 
have zealously and diligently studied the 
principles of medical science. Of five phy- 
cians who were elected upon the Comiiittee 
of the London College of Medicine, four, to 
their honour be it spoken, with a tioble aiid 
generous spirit, instantly obeyed the call; 
and the fifth, whilst he dectiried the call, 
declared that his heart was warm ii the 
cause of medical reform, and that the Lon- 
don College of Medicine should receive 
his best support. This is an exhilarating, 
a delightful prospect to the persectted 
practitioners of England. If the ranks of 


the preserice of unprincipled apostates, they’ 
are, at the same time, honoured by the 
presence of gentlemen who are willing to 
make heavy personal sacrifices for thé ge- 
neral good. Once more we repeat, that 
the machinery of this college is now in 
motion, and a Committee is appointed to 
superintend the admission of Fellows. 
Practitioners have now the opportunity of 
jnscribing their names for the diplomas. 
The gentlemen admitted by the Committee 
will have the exclusive privilege of electing 
the Senate, at the general Coavocation, to 
be held in September, when the exami- 
nations of inceptor candidates will imme- 
diately commence. These points, if not 
well understood, might lead to inconve- 
nience, both with regard to practitioners 
arid students. Pupils cannot be examined 
until after September, but Fellows, Mem- 
bers, or Licentiates, of any Medical Col- 
leges, or Corporations, or any gentlemen 
legally qualified to practise in the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 

may, at once, inscribe their nimes as 
candidates for the diplomas of this College ' 
So powerful is the fecling which prevails 
in favour of the institution, that it is im-- 


our profession are unhappily disgraced by 
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LAW PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL. 


number 6f Féllows admitted before the 
general convocation ; but if we are to judge 
from what occurred on Thursday evening, 
we Should say, that it would exceéd the 
expectations of the most sanguine friends 
of réform: No sdonér was the’ Cominittee 
appointed at the genetal meeting on Wed- 
nesday evening, than many highly respect- 
able established practitioners stepped for- 
ward to record their names as candidates 
for the diploma: If gentlenien who have 
thus endured the toils of such an arduous 
profession; -can step out of their long- 
beaten cotirse, and embrace the first op- 
portunity to show their approval of a 
College, founded upon principles directly 
at variance with those sanctioned in the 
corporations with -which they have, for 
so matly yeirs, been connected, what may 
we not expect from the young, the ardent, 
the entetprising? If the London Col- 
lege of Medicine held out no other advan- 
tageous iniducement, we firmly believe that 
the ELEEMOSYNARY fund would obtain 
for it the support of nearly the whole pro- 
fession; How many widowed and dis- 
tracted miothets,—how many poor, little, 
helpless orphans,—how many worn-down 
and utforturiate practitioners will find in 
this institution the only means of redemp- 
tion from all the terrible infliction’ of cruel, 
and unrelénting poverty! 


CRIMINAL INFORMATION. 

Nor satisfied with attempting to assassi- 
nate, of the 8th of March, the Meinbers of 
the College in their theatre, the worthy, 
the discreet, the honourable, the judicious 
Covxeri, have now moved the Court of 
King’s Bench for » criminal information 
against those gentlemen whom they could 
not destroy by the batons of a gang of hired 
Police: Mr: Waxiey tomménced an ac- 
tion against Ledbitter within two days 
afte? the assault was committéd: But now, 
at thé éépiration Of Woiiths, the Covn- 
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crt, discreet meu, move for a criminal in- 

formation against Mr. Waxrey, Mt. Kino, 

Mr. Dermorr, dnd Mr. Watker: The pub- 

lio will now learn the true character of this 

body. Itis reported, we understand, that 
the action against Ledbitter is withdrawn, 

There is no truth in this report. 

We insert for the amusement of the pro- 
esston, verbatim et literati copy of the 

“‘notice,” which we received from the 

Court of King’s Bench. From the style in 

which the document is written, we are in- 

clined to suspect that it was indited by the 

Council. A criminal prosecution becomes a 

jest, when the proceeding is ushered in with 

such a “ notice,” and ** Epmunp Betrovk, 

Gentleman, Epwarp Scort, James Laip- 

Law, and other paper-writings are théreto 

annexed.” The Council will never forgive 

the Editer of this Journal for having sue- 
cessfully laboured to relieve the surgeons 

of his Majesty’s navy from the effects of a 

most restriction. 

“ Tuesday, the third day of May, in the 
first year of the reign of King William 
the Fourth 

“ (In the King’s Bench), 

reading the several 
affidavits of Edmund Belfour Gentle- 
man, and nine Papet Writings thereto 
annexed, Edward Scott and printed 
paper, ‘ad i paper partly written and 
partly printed thereto annexed, Robert 
Keate Esquire and others, James Laid- 
law, Stmoel Wallace, Jamés Jobin Smith, 
George Frederick Langgton, William 
Stone, and William Oliver, and a paper 
writing thereto annexed lt is Ordered 
that Saturday next be given to Thomas 
Wakley, Thomas King, George Walker, 
and George Datby Dermott, to shew 
cause why oneer more Information or 
Informations should not be exhibited 
against them for certain Misdemeanors, 
Upon Notice of this Rule to be given to 
them respectively in the mean time, On 
the motion of Sir James Scarlett. 

By the Court,” 
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184 REPLY TO A. J's LETTER. 


MEDICAL GOVERNMENT AND | 
EDUCATION IN IRELAND. 


MR, CARMICHAEL AND AR, J, 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Sin,—My letter signed A. B., inserted in 
your 377th Number (November, 1830) de- 
_ tailing the causes of Mr. Carmichael’s resig- 
“nation of his seat in the Court of Assistants 
‘of the College of Surgeons in Ireland, has 
been followed by no less than three replies, 
from a person who signs himself Ar. J. ‘The 
two first of these were filled with mere idle 
declamation and such low scurfility that I 
did ‘not conceive they needed or merited a 
rejoinder; but the third, inserted in your 
number for March last, along with its more 
than usual quantum of Billingsgate, con- 
descends to grapple with facts, and makes a 
comparison between the expenses entailed 
by ‘the College upon indented and non-in- 
dented students, with the view of evincing 
the fairness with which that body legislated 
for the education of those two ‘classes of 
pupils. ‘The items and calculations con- 
tained in this paper are. so plausible as to 
deceive even the initiated iu the mysteries 
and secrets of the corporation, and induce 
me to break through the silence I had de- 
termined to observe while I had nothing to 
answer but what of itself was calculated to 
bring discredit and disgrace upon its author. 
I now feel myself obliged, unwillingly, to 
come forward, in order to expose the trickery 
and littleness of one who has been, unfortu- 
nately, but too successful in leading from the 
paths of strict propriety (1 trust but for a 
short time) a body of men who had pre- 
viously fulfilled their duties with the utmost 
credit'to themselves and advantage to the 


public. , 
- In the cover of your i , those 
Jetters to which I purpose to reply are an- 
nounced as the gropections one of the 
‘professors of.the Irish College of Surgeons, 
‘but surely, Sir, in this matter some wag 
must bave deceived you, for it is altogether 
incredible of body 
could send into the world such vapid and 
frothy effusions, which display in every 
paragraph, either some marks of vulgarity 
and low virulence, or such powers-of rea- 
soning as might be expected to flow from the 
mind of a sulky and irritated school-boy who 
had been punished for his mischievous 
pranks, and. was venting his innocuous 
nm against his relentless castigator. It 
would be a tiresome and disgusting task to 
follow seriatim the specimens of angry Bil- 
lingsgate as well as the various unfounded 


assertions of your verbose correspondent ; 


but some of them must be noticed, and it 
may be well, before I come to grapple 
with the few facts he advances, to give one 
or. two samples of ent’s 

tleman! le and powers of reasoning. 
The and phil nical professor 


‘| (if so I may call this writer) commences his 


first letter with the following delicate exor- 
dium :—**I am not going to defend myself 
against the scurrility of the disinterested 
and gentlemanly author of that communica- 
tion, satisfied that the mud which he flings 
will settle back into the stinking channel 
whence he threw it.” <I beg of you, Sir, to 
look back.at the rin questien, which is 
inserted in your. 377th Number. shall 
venture to say that neither mud or any other 
offensive ingredients, except to the delicate 
olfactories of this pretended professor of ana- 
tomy, will be found there capable of offend- 
ing the senses of avy individual. 

I shall pass over without comment the 
charges which immediately follow of ‘‘ im- 
pudent ** pert ignorance,” dis- 
appoin rivalry,” ‘* rancorous envy, 
(rivalry and envy of whom? is it of Ar. 
J.1!!) and many other of this 
decorous description, so characteristic of a 
cool and di ionate investigation of truth, 
to apply myself to a subsequent argument, 
in favour of the democratic constitution of 
thé Irish College of Su , which com- 
prises the remainder of the letter inserted 
in your 382d Number. The alluded 
to is too long for insertion ; in a few words, 
its object is to inform the reader that “ the 
constitution of the Irish College is as purely 
democratic as the most ardent admirer of 
free institutions-could desire.” But why 
all this tiradé? Has Mr. Carmichael ever 
denied the fairness of this constitution? 
No; all he contends for is the necessity of 
what is admitted by the most decided demo- 
crat, that when a body of men become too 
numerous to admit every individual of which 
it is composed into counsel, its power must 
and ought to be delegated to a chosen few ; 
otherwise, the republic sinks into anarchy 
and confusion, and becomes the prey of 
designing demagogues, who have only their 
own selfish interests at heart. I to 
every candid member of the Irish College, 
is not this its precise state at present } A 
fair system. of representation was 
by Mr. Carmichael in the beginning of last 
year, to which none but a dema anxi- 
ous to mislead could object, and hence the 
origin of the full tide of yitu jon con- 
tained in the angry lettérs considera- 

A little afterwards correspondent 
jocosely submits the following “ case for a 
casuist : "—‘* Each member when admitted 
swears that he will to the utmost of bis 
power endeavour to maintain the reputation, 
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honour, and-di of the: now I 
wish to member 
finds that his egregious suggestions for the 
reformation of abuse—his tic exhorta- 
tion to the members to discontinue their 
infamous courses, met with chilling indiffer- 
ence, or even the most provoking contempt, 
is he not authorised to maintain the reputa- 
tion, honour, and dignity of the College by 
informing the public that the members are a 
of unprincipled scoundrels?” In 

with due humility, to observe, 

that . Carmichael never informed the 
public that the members of the Irish College 
were a of unprincipled scoundrels, 
although 1 would not go so far as to assert, 
that he does not think there may possibly 
be one scoundrel amongst so large a body. 
Now I will put another case for a casuist. 
As each member swears that he will, to the 
utmost of his power, endeavour to maintain 
the reputation, honour, and dignity of the 
College, is it net his paramount duty to 
endeavour to prevent, to the utmost of his 
power, that College from committing any act 
calculated to lower its reputation, honour, 
aud dignity ; and if he finds his exertions 
unavailing, is it not equally his duty to 
withdraw his name from the support of mea- 
sures which he conscientiously believes to 
be discreditable to the College, as well as 
jurious to the interests of the public for 


whose benefit it was chartered, rather than 


let such discreditable acts be promulgated 
under the sanction of his name? Is not this 
course more likely in the end to be advan- 

to the College by raising a warning 
voice that it has erred from the paths of 
strict propriety, than to allow it*to run a 
course of iniquity which must terminate in 
utter disgrace and public contempt ? 

So much for Ar. J.’s first letter. Now for 
his second letter, inserted in your 386th 
Number, for January last. This is chiefly 
occupied hy a disquisition upon the advan- 
tages of the system of surgical education by 
apprenticeship. But it is a subject ob- 
viously quite foreign to that of my former 
letter containing the resignation of Mr. 
Carmichael, addressed to the College, be- 
cause he believed that the non-apprenticed 

il was not fairly dealt with in the Col- 
ike laws respecting the qualifications 
of candidates for letters testimonial. Now, 
we do not see what this disquisition has to 
say to the subject in question. Since, how- 
ever, it has been brought forward, no doubt 
for the purpose of gaining to his side all 
those interested in the preservation of the 
Seperate traffic, we must notice a few 
of his observations. 

He begins thus, “I find ina tirade called 
‘An Introductory Lecture, and published 
at the request of Friends (pupils whose 
names are subscribed, the accurate profes- 


sor ought to have said, but Ar. J. never 
stops at trifles), the following effusion :— 
“It is, however, deeply to be regretted 
that the members of the College of Surgeons 
in Ireland, in seeking for a new charter, do 
not seize this favourable opportunity of 
raising themselves to the grade they ought 
to hold in society, by annulling the unne- 
cessary and disparaging appendage of ap- 
prenticeships altogether, the only remaiving 
badge that marks the degradation to which 
the most useful ofall professions was reduced 
in ignorant and half-civilized times ;” and 
again, he would improve the system of edu- 
cation, ‘* by raising surgery above the rank 
of a trade or handicraft ;"" and much more 
of the same kind of stuff. This is utter 
nonsense ; [ would call it folly, did I not 
know that there was a method in the mad- 
ness, “ ashrewd barteriog of empty praise for 
solid pudding.” Now we will leave others 
to judge, whether or not the system of 

prenticeship and the humiliating indentures 
referred to in Ar. J.’s next page, is or is 
not a degradation to a scientific body, and 
shall at once proceed to consider how the 
prosecutor in this case has proved against 
Mr. Carmichael, ‘‘ the shrewd bartering of 
empty praise for solid pudding.” Why, 
truly, by alleging that the defendant has 
oo a | seven thousand five hundred gui- 
neas in fees for apprentices. Now it appears 
that Mr. C, is not only ready, but has proved 
himself anxious to sacrifice for the public 
benefit this fruitful source of emolument ; 
and Ar. J., in order to support his charge, 
brings this act of liberality forward, and 
neglects, because he could not do otherwise, 
to show any counterpoise for such a sacri- 
fice. Mr. Carmichael’s noble disinterested- 
ness on this occasion requires no contrast to 
set it off. But to enable you to form a just 
estimate of the relative merits of Mr. Car- 
michael and his opponent, it is necessary 
you should be informed that the former ac- 
tually derives great emolument from ap- 
prentices, the latter dreams, indeed, like 
Caliban ; he sees the clouds “ to open and 
show riches ready to drop upon him ;’’ but 
the golden shower bas not yet fallen, and 
may never fal], upon him. Ar. J. is anxious 
to perpetuate a stain on our profession, that 
causes the public to regard it as a trade, in 
the hope that he may one day derive from 
apprentices, as large an incomeas that which 
Mr. Carmichael would gladly sacrifice to 
raise our profession in public estimation to 
its natural and rightful rank of an honour- 
able and liberal art. Mr. Carmichael] will, 
we presume, continue to take apprentices as 
long as the system is permitted ; for his 
refusal to take them now would be equiva- 
lent to transferring them to other masters, 
which could not in the slightest degree tend 
to extinguish a traffic that has for some years 
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occasioned the most despicable practices. 
Apptenticeslips were no doubt useful half 
d century ago, at 4 time whien there was no 
other mode (at least in Ireland) of teaching 
& pupil his profession. But now that there 
are lectures in every branch of medical 
science, dissections and clinical instructions 
in hospitals, surely it is unnecessary to em- 
ploy @ master at a feé of 150 guineas for 
éach apprentice, merely to permit him to 
study. The admirable specimen, however, 
we have given above of our clever profes- 
sor's logit and ratiocination, is on a pur with 
that which he; or another clever professor, 
who has also the privilege of affixidg the 
signattire Ar. J., displayed a few years since, 
before the largest medical auditory that ever 
was assembled in this country. It was it 
the introduttory lecture on th opening of 
the improved theatre of the College of Sur- 
geons. The advantages of the apprentice- 
ship system of education over every other‘ 
was almost the first topic anid theme of his 
discourse, In the warmth of bis eloquence 
he exclaimed, “* Look to tlie men Who have 
succeeded in their studies and in life, and 
trace the sources of their success ; you will 
invariably find these fortunate individoals 
have served as apprentices ;” ani a little 
afterwards rising to the climax of oratorical 
sublimity, the following beautiful metaphor 
(or parable, as Erinensis calls it) bursts 
front the fanciful ordtor: The system of 
professional education may be considered as 
a race course, at the end of which a stone 
wall, of fearful dimensions is erected ; the 
course is intersected with hedges and with 
ditches ; many enter on it with enthusiasm, 
lashing and dashing at every obstacle, but 
before tliey go far, find themselve3 merged 
in a Urain; others wander off the course 
never to return; but view the apprentice, 
he proceeds with a uniform speed and un- 
daunted courage; he flies over evéry impe- 
or these be 
roand to the 3 nothing diverts 

hier the at h he 
reaches the wall, and clears it in good wind, 
never failing to find the King’s plate on the 
other side.” The eloqdént and erudite 
professor found it necessary to explain this 
allegory, which he did in the following 
Words, as soon as the shouts of laughter, 
subsiding a little, allowed of a hearing :— 
** The wall is the examination, and the pub- 
lic are looking from behind it, betting on the 
winner, atid waiting to reward the vitto- 
rious.” Notwith ing the peals of laugh- 
ter which succeeded this extraordinary ora- 
torical effusion, so humorotisly described 
Erinensis, aid which were renewed from 

e to time with redoubled vidlence, not- 
withstatiding the “waves of mirthfol fat 
which Were seen undulating along Mr. Wil- 
mot’s (his brother professor's) ribs,” 


withstanding “ the chuckle of Mr. Hatris- 
doh at the sad condition of his sporting col- 
league,” or even “ the danger whicli his 
patron Mr. Culles inéurred on the moméut, 
of dislocating his jaw from excessivé agita- 
tion,” yet the elogiient professor was not 
guilty of an oratorical fiction, but spoke thé 
truth out manfully, however strange tlie 
jockey dress in which it was clothed; The 
apprentice, it must be admitted, is the only 
papil likely to proceed with uniform 
to fly over every iment,” and if lie be 
too heavy or inactive for such exploits, he 
can “ enter quietly at the gap, and find 
the king’s plate at the other ” But of 
late we perceive, that even the gap is pur- 
posely widened for the apprentices of some 
masters, whiile the wall is raised to the 
height of an insurmountable barrier for those 
of others. Where will this end? The pub- 
lic, however, ought to be thankful to the 
eloquent professor for thus. allowing “ the 
cat to slip out of the bag” doring his ora- 
toricdl steeple-chase. We were ourselves 
mtich amused during this display of eld- 
quence, in observing the rapid transition of 
countenance in poor Mr. Colles, from the 
broad grin so dramaticatly described by 
Erinensis, to the most dismal arid lugu- 
brious visage that ever disappointed mortal 
exliibited, and which afforded no inconsi- 
derable part of the amusing farce that was 
acting. 1 say disappointed, for he reckoned 
mightily upoa thé oratorical display of his 
protege, and, as his best leg, pushed hiin 
forward on the ome of the new theatre 
with, no doubt, directions to say something 
impressige upon the advantages of the a 
prentice system, Mr. Colles's favourite 
hobby, and no wonder it should be, for right 
well it C carried him during the last 35 
years; but as soon as calm reflection h 
returned, after the irresistible burst 
laughter which the delectable passage just 
recited, togethet with the monkey-look an 
attitude of the orator, would have raise 
evén in the fixed countenance of a misan- 
thrope, the sad exposé produced by his 
favourite’s want of sense or tact or nous, or 
whatever else you choose to call it, burst 
upon him in all its sad reality, and he saw 
nothing but his college-school, a mete tar- 
get of ridicule, for wags like Erinensis to 
shoot their arrows at, and apprenticeships 
completely hove over-board—in this sad 
ddldrum he was heard by a neighbour to 
mutter, ‘‘ I am able to protect myself from 
mine enemies, but the Lord deliver me from 
itjudicious friends.” I ought to apologise 
for having so far digressed, but I have been 
carried away by the deliciousness of this 
introductory lecture, whicli, like a good 
story, bears repetition. The eloquent pro- 
fessor cannot in Rha es be angry with me 
for refertitg to his lecture, since he his set 
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the examjle of bringing in that of another, 
as it were, by the liead and shoulders ; and 
now I am stre the world will concede to 
him par preference, the title of the introduc- 
tory lecturer. In the next paragraph which 
ealls our attention, Ar. J. proceeds to show 
the profession of surgery is not degraded by 
apprenticeships, and it would appear in un- 
folding bis arguments, that he felt himself 
addressing a class of persons totally regard- 
Jess of the rank they hold in society, so as 
that they might be putinto a condition likely 
to guther in the pelf. No doubt, he says, 
“that the execution of the indenture of 
apprenticeships involves the forfeiture of 
heraldry, thot it authorises ‘‘ the herald’s 
officer to expunge the towering crest and 
emblazoned escutcheon from the coach pan- 
nel, or the uire from the double-wove 
and hot-pr title-page end after some 
mote rigmarole of this description, he speaks 
with condescending playfulness of one of 
the provisions of an appreutice’s indenture, 
which subjects him to ‘* due correction, in 
order to amend his marrying, play-going, or 
gambling propensities.” But enough of 
such —T ng servility and abortive and 
misapplied reasonings, which have already, 
I fear, excited in my reader the same 
kind. of nausea that the unwelcome in- 
trusion upon our notice of 2 certain beg- 

insect commonly occasions: Let 
me ask the members of an honourable pro- 
fession, Is it a meré laughing matter to 
feel themselves deprived of those badges 
which perhaps all their relatives enjoy, 
and which appertain to every individual 
claiming the rank of gentlemen, and thus 
to find themselves levelled to a grade with 
those of the Jowest meclianical arts. I say, 
Mr. Editor, again, you must have been de- 
céived, or are deceiving others, for it is 
morally impossible that the College of Sur- 
geots—a respectable and scientific body, 
could select a man as their professor, capa- 
ble of disseminating such ignominious and 
debasing sentiments—sentiments likely to 
flow only from the mind of some debased 
and grovelling fellow, incapable of possess- 
ing the feelings of a gentleman, He who 
thinks 8o lightly of the toiwering crest and 
emblazoned arms, would recommend passive 
submission, or pecuniary recompense, for 
the groésest of insults ; and if horse-whipped 
in the public streets, would thankfully re- 
ceive, by the decree of a compassionate 
magistrate, tome twenty or thirty shillings 
a8 a compensation for stripes inflicted on 
his “« récreant back.” Is such ® demagogue 
as this likely to recommend those measures 
which an upright and honourable body of 
men ought alone to pursue? or is he not 


more likely to bring disgrace and dishonour 


would ask the profession at large; was it 
not in a great measure owing to the de- 
graded light in which the profession of sur- 
gery is viewed by the public, in conse- 
quence of the —— system, that 
the officers of his Majesty’s house 

were, on a Jate occasion, induced to pro- 
hibit the attendance of surgeons of the 
navy on the King’s levees, a privilege al- 
lowed to every gentleman? Bat thanks to 
your exertions, Mr. Editor, this foul stigma 
has been removed, which would soon have 


been extended to every branch of the pro- 


| fession, military and civil, as well as naval, 
|The next passage which requires any ob- 
|servation appears to be an explanation, or 
|rather an apology, for a vile system of 


bartering, in which one candidate for an 
apprentice endeavours to undersell another, 
a practice existing for some years secretly, 
but now publicly avowed in the Irish Col- 
lege, and which must continue to disgrace 
that body as long as the apprenticeships are 
allowed. In the code of by-laws published 
by the College when it was first chartered, 
it was enacted that each member or licen- 
tiate on taking an apprentice should sab- 
scribe to the following declaration :—* J, 
A.B., of the Royal College of Surgeons in 
Ireland, do solemnly declare upon my 
honour, that I have really; and bona fide, 
received the sum of one hundred and fifty 
guineas, or value, with Mr. M. N.; who was 
indented to me as an apprentice on the 
day of 318 

Given under my hand at 
this dayof is” 
Or a declaration, the same in form, certify- 
ing that he received nothing. 

Now this is a plain declaration easily to 
be understood, and was enacted to preserve 
the respectability of the profession, and to 
prevent that system of underselling in the 
traffic for apprentices, which “ Ar. J.” 
attempted to gloss over with so much plau- 
sibility. It never was conside until 
lately, that this declaration could be con- 
strved into any other meaning thin that 
which its words obviously import, and we 
lately learned, for the first time, accidentally, 
that many, in making this declaration, con- 
sidered themselves bound by the compact 
contained in the indentures, to pay out of 
the fee dll expenses incurred for lectures, 
dissections, and hospital attendance. The 
avowal of this new reading of the declara- 
tion induced Mr. Carmichael to deprecate 
in strong terms the apprenticeship system 
of education, that tlius leads a needy mem- 
her of the College to evade the obvious 
meaning of a solemn pledge, which is made 
oti the honour of a gentleman, and he cha- 
racterised it as leading to mean huckstering, 
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ducement that gave occasion to it was al- 
lowed to remain, and this it was which 
afforded the occasion to your candid corre- 
spondent to make the following remark :— 
« I have heard the high-mi and public- 
spirited denouncer of bribes and douceurs, 
to whom J have so often alluded, declaim 
against the latter as a system of petty- 
fogging. In his vocabulary, pettyfogging, 
I suspect, means underselling, trade-spoil- 
ing, and his stern virtue is alarmed for the 
man, who having received 150 guineas from 
his pupil, is afterwards so unprincipled as 
to disburse a portion of so sacred a fund for 
the good of that pupil, notwithstanding that 
he is bound by the indenture to instruct his 
apprentice, or cause him to be taught and 
instructed. Now, it appears to me, that 
this plan adopted by the younger members 
of the profession, the only one by which 
they would be enabled to participate in the 
advantages, which must otherwise be en- 
grossed by those circumstanced as our in- 
troductory lecturer, will prove highly ad- 
vantageous to the interests of the students, 
and consequently of the school.” Now all 
this appears very fair, but let me ask Ar. J. 
what baiance will remain in the hands of a 
member, out of the 150 guineas, who has 
neither school nor bospital to afford in- 
struction to his apprentice? It. will be 
found to,be a sum so paltry as to be scarcely 
worth the consideration of even the most in- 
digent, Ar. J., the abettor of apprentices, 
has his school, his opponent bas an hospi- 
tal, so that both are probably on a par with 
respect to their opportunities of educating 
pupils. But it is far otherwise with the 
great hody of the profession to whose pas- 
sions the above quotation is addressed, for 
_—e best known to cunning little 


The next charge against Mr. Carmichael 
commences in the following words :-—*‘ The 
introductory lecturer of New York and Ber- 
lin celebrity, with a degree of truth and can- 
dour truly characteristic, in speaking of sur- 
gical education in Dublin previous to the 
alteration in the College charter, says, that 
the charter enacted that no person shall be 
admitted to an examination who has not 
served an apprenticeship to a regularly-edu- 
cated surgeon, and this is the only test of 

ualification demanded from the pupil by 

is corporation charter. No attendance upon 
lectures, no attendance upon hospitals, nodis- 
sections, are required by the framers of this 
wise sample of legislation.” The Professor 
of anatomy and chirurgery in Trinity College 
made a similar statement before a committee 
of the House of Commons; him I forgive, 
he knew nothing of the matter, but the 
other—‘ mark how a plain tale will put the 


fellow down.’” Then Mr. Ar. J. proceeds 
to put the fellow down, by 


stating that | lecturer of Berlin 


College, i ‘the words 
of the charter, very properly informed can- 
didates that they would do well to afford 
some additional proofs, besides 
served an apprenticeship, that they hed 
passed their time in the study of their pro- 
fession, and that, consequently, certificates 
of attendance upon hospitals and lectures 
were produced by every candidate.” All 
this is most true, and Mr. Carmichael must 
feel in no small degree gratified, that he 
himself, who sat in the Court of Examiners 
at the period in question, bad a consider- 
able share in thus endeavouring to supply 
the defects of a very bad charter. t 
mark how the redoubtable and honourable 
professor attempts to ‘“ put the fellow 
down,” by being guilty of the paltry mean- 
ness, as well as easily-detected temerity, of 
giving a false quotation from Mr. Car- 
michael’s published lectures. Here is the 

e that contains this pitiful deception : 

“ Now, reader, if you be a candid reader, 
scrutinise this statement and contrast it with 
that of the introductory lecturer—that the 
College required no attendance on lectures, 
hospitals, and dissections ;” and know “ that 
he was cognizant of these facts, and familiar 
with the practice, having sat on the Court 
of Examiners for perhaps ten long years, yet 
does he thus libel an institution, the honour 
and dignity of which he had sworn to main- 
tain.” 

What will the reader think of the candour 
of this hononrable professor, this noble 
sample of integrity, when we assure him 
that we have searched Mr. Carmicheel’s two 
published introductory lectures from be- 
ginning to end, and cannot find any such 
passage? Mr. Carmichael said that no 
attendance hospitals or dissections 
was the. old charter, and 
therefore the observations alluded to were 
directed against it, at a period when it was 
still in force; but he never said that the 
College did not require lectures. It is to be 
recollected that these observations were not 
made with any paltry view of cavilling 
against a law which might be esteemed a 
dead-letter, but with the view, in which he 
partly succeeded, of the attainment of a 
new charter which opened, but not to the 
extent he wished, the College doors to those 
pupils who did not serve an apprenticeship. 
Had a pupil the talents and information of a 
Hunter, he was not admissible to an exami- 
nation under the former charter of the Irish 
College. In my former letter 1 had occa- 
sion to observe that Mr. Carmichael’s writ- 


sarcastic professor the opportunity of desig- 
nating his opponent, “ The introductory 
r in and New York celebrity. 


& 


| ings were better known in Berlin and New 
York, than Dr. Jacob’s are in Ely Place; 
which obsérvation, I presume, has given our 
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» as I am not in the habit of making 
statements without baving facts to support 
, I need, in the present instance, only 
give the titles of Mr. Carmicheel’s works 
published in Germany and the United States. 
Any foreign bookseller will be happy to 
procure copies of them for Ar. J.’s perusal. 
Mr. Carmichael’s Essay on Scrofula was the 
first of his works published in Germany. A 
notice of it was printed in the Leipsic Lite- 
rary Gazette for May, 1817, and a free 
translation of it by Dr. John Ludwig Chou- 
lant, along with the Essays of Henning and 
Goodlad on the same subject, was published 
at Leipsic in 1818. At the same place, in 
1819, was published a translation, by Cc, 
Gottlob Kihn, Professor of Surgery, of Mr. 
Carmichael’s Essay on the Uses and Abuses 
of Mercury in the Treatment of Veuereal 
Diseases. The second edition of his ‘work 
on Venereal Diseases has likewise been 
translated into omen having seen 
this, I can give no i respecting it. 
Aud a po American oditien of his 
second edition on the Venereal, has been 
published by Dr. Emerson at Philadelphia 
in 1825. Now, Sir, I believe it is usually 
that an author is known in the lite- 
rary capitals of those countries where his 
works have been translated or edited. 
Having, Sir, completed the disgusting 
task of unfolding and exposing the compli- 
cated tissue uf meanness, scurrility, prevari- 
cation, and misstatement, which compose 
the two first letters signed Ar. J, inserted 
in your 38¢d and 386th Numbers, and pur- 
porting to come from the pen of one of the 
professors of the Koyal College of Surgeons 
in Jreland, I shall for the present conclude, 
and reserve myself for another <a to 
ly to the third precious sample of the 
pees and accurate professor’s cool, philo- 
sophical candour, and love of truth. ‘ag 


AN ACCOUNT OF 
CASES OF CONSUMPTION 
TREATED BY IODINE INHALATION, 
WITH THE IODINE FORMULA, 
By Sir Cuanes Scupamore, Knt., MD. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir,—I take up my pen with much plea- 
sure in order to obey the call of the profes- 
sion for the exact formula of the iodine 
mixture which I have been led to prefer as 
& principal remedy in my method of treat- 
ment by inhalation. 

Let me at the same time repel the in- 
sinuation of having had any design to use 


mystery or concealment towards my pro- 
fessional brethren. I appeal with con 
to my former writings in proof of my habitual 
candour, and unreserved freedom of com- 
munication. 

Notwithstanding that upon a late occasion 
I explained myself rather in general, than 
particular terms, for the reasons stated in 
my publication, * I have been most diligent 
in answering fully the numerous inquiries 
addressed to me as well by letter as 
verbally ; and 1 rest, therefore, perfectly 
satisfied with the ‘“ mens conscia recti.” 
I shall ever hold myself regardless of 
unfounded aspersions, illiberal opinions, 
and remarks, which appear to emanate from 
malevolence, and certainly partake not in 
any degree of the pure spirit of criticism. 

The following is the formula which I find 
most reason to approve :— 

R Iodine, gr. viii ; + 

Potasse i 


»gr-v.;t 
Alcoholis, 33s ; 
Aque distillat., 393s. M. fiat mistura, 

The above is the smallest proportion of . 
hydriodate necessary the solution 
of the prescribed portion of iodine ; and, on 
the other hand, ‘if more were employed it 
would engage too much of the iodine, and 
thus the efficient agent would not exist free 
in sufficient quantity to be remedial. As 
this delicate agent iodine is very volatile, I 
find it advantageous to divide the dose for 
each inhalation, whatever it may be, into 
two portions, and recommend two-thirds to 
be used for the first half of the time (the 
whole time being fifteen or twenty minutes); 
the other third for the remaining period. 

In commencing with the remedy, | never 
think it necessary to prescribe less than a 
drachm as the total quantity for each inhala- 
tion, and rarely find it expedient to go be- 
yond six drachms. Almost invariably, I use 
with each inhalation from twenty to thirty- 
five minims of the saturated tincture of 
conium, which has the effect of softening 
the action of the iodine, without impairing 
its useful properties, in addition to its dis- 
tinct power of allaying irritation. 

I have the satisfaction of being confirmed 
hy my further experience, on the high ad- 
vantages of the use of inhalation, as an auxi- 
liary treatment, in pulmonary consumption, 
and in several morbid states of the air pas- 
sages. I say auxiliary, because I do not 
wish it to be supposed that I confine my 
treatment to the use Of inhalation, although 
I deem this part of my plan as primary, and 
most important, and even indispensable, 

* I may here observe that 1 should have been in- 
correct in prescribing a formula in my book, be- 
cause I had not at that time so fully og pnd 


self, as { have now done, in re: to the 
favourable = of the i ients, 

+ It is important that medicines should 
possess the greatest 
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concerning the of 


affording any material relief in cases of con- 
sumption. This I must condemn. It is, I 
conceive, Sir, less adverse to the interests 
of science than of humanity to consider any 
disease as absolutely incurable. Our art is 
doubtless, bounded by certain limits, but let 
not these limits be still further circumscribed 
by our own supiveness and prejudices. 
** T hope I shall not prove too intrusive on 
pages, or tedious to the reader, if I 
ler @ concise statement of three cases, 
which I consider as illustrating the value of 
the combined method of treatment which I 
have endeavoured to advocate. 


Case. 
! A lady, aged 56, of slight and delicate 
form, had been out of health for two years. 
When she consulted me, she had suffered 
from severe cough during six months, and 
complained of a strong sense of soreness in 
the trachea, just below the thyroid cartilage, 
by pressure ; she was then debili- 
tated. Every afternoon a paroxysm came 
on of incessant cough, attended with the 
most remarkable difficulty of breathing; 
suspending the power of all bodily exertion, 
and this state continuing till evening, ren- 
dered her quite prostrate with languor. Her 
nights were restless, and perspiration was 
considerable. There was much expectore- 
tion of positively purulent ce and 
often mixed with blood. appeared 
to me sufficient indication of the existence 
of ulceration of the mucous membrane of 
the trachea. In the treatment which had 
been adopted, eight or ten blisters had been 
applied over the affected part, and various 
medicines had been administered without 
benefit. ‘The patient despaired of re- 


the inhalation of iodine and 
coniuin ; applied repeatedly at intervals the 
solution of cantharides in strong acetic acid 
(of which I have made mention m my book), 
so as to keep a constant state of counter- 
irritation, and prescribed internal medicines 
adapted to the varying circumstances of the 
case. In the course of one week a remark- 
able improvement was effected in this pa- 
tient, and in six weeks a cure. 

CASE. 

A gentleman, 30, of slight figure, 
and rather narrow chest, had been the sub- 
ect of aeoenre symptoms for two years ; 

proving a li 
months, but during the resf of the year 
confining himself to a tempera- 
ture in contiguous nts. Even with 
this care he tered from an incessant 

ugh, attended with copious expectora- 
fon puriform and often 


sanious; the re- 


spiration was burried by slight causes. He 


ein bealth in the summer | glass 
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lity ; the pulse usually beyond 100; the 
animal heat 100°. The examination by the 
gargouillement on the right side. On the 
left side the voice did not give any marked 
indications, but the respiration was imper- 
fect, and the sound on percussion not suf- 
ficiently clear. His medical attendants had 
pronounced him to have tubercles and ulce- 
ration, and advised a change of climate as 
the only chance of prolonging bis life. 

I submitted this patient to the combined 
treatment of inhalation of iodine and co- 
nium ; of counter-irritation by means of the 
acetic solution of cantbarides; used leeches 
twice for the relief of pleuritic pain ; directed 
the chest to be washed night and morniug 
with a mixture of a solution of tannin, eau 
de Cologne, and acetic acid ; prescribed me- 
dicines internally, partly sedative, and partly 
tonic, every atteution being paid to the 
state of the digestive organs, and the diet 
also being strictly regulated. 

Four months have now elapsed, and the 
patient is almost restored to health, Every 
urgent symptom is removed. He is quite 
free from cough ; the expectoration is re- 
duced from three or four ounces in the 24 
hours, to two or three drachms. He pro- 
gressively gains both flesh and strength ; 
and it may be truly stated, that marked 
amendment took place from the first mo- 
ment the inhalation was used. 


CASE. 

A lady, aged 32, slight in figure, of fair 
complexion, always of delicate health, the 
mother of several children, took cold in the 
middle of June 1830, and soon became af- 
fected with a troublesome cough, and this 
speedily followed by hectic fever, emaciation, 
and debility. Digitalis was administered 
in’ free doses, with much disadvantage to 
the powers of the constitution, and no relief 
to the symptoms. 

When I first visited this patient in Janu- 
ary 1831, I found her situation very alarm- 
ing, The pulse ranged from 120 to 130; 
the animal heat was 103°; the cough was 
violent ; the expectoration to the extent of 
three or four ounces in 24 hours, partly 
coloured with blood, and the rest of very 
puriform appearance, having a peculiar faint 
odour, and furnishing a coloured ring, ou 
being inspected between pieces of plate 
before a taper ; the emaciation exces- 
sive, and the debility such, that she was 
carried from room to room. The night per- 
spirations were 80 profuse, as completely to 
saturate the bed-clothes with moisture; 
there was a loathing of food; the cheeks 
were drawn in, and the whole aspect of the 


had pains occasionally in the chest, and 


patient was that of one fast hurrying to the 
grave. 
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On examination by the stethoscope, I 
discovered on the right side pretty well- 
marked pectoriloquism, and strong gargou- 
illement. On the left side, the signs were 
comparatively favourable, both as to voice, 
the respiration, and the sound elicited by 

on. 

This lady bas most steadily pursued the 
inhalation of iodine and conjum, with the 
exception of using chlorine and conium for 
ten days, when in directed the jodine, 
from a conviction of its superior efficacy. 1 
have constantly maintained counter-irrita- 
tion in one or other part of the chest, by 
means of the liquid blister before mentioned, 
and the chest has been washed every night 
and morning with the astringent lotion of 
tannin, &c. The medicines have been va- 
ried. At first I prescribed sulphate of qui- 
nine with sulphuric acid, &c. in the day, 
and acetate of morphia at night. Latterly, 
no opiate has been required, and much be- 
nefit has been derived from full doses of the 
mistura ferri composita, The diet through- 
out has been allowed to the full point of 
butrition, apimal food having been takep 
twice a day since the change of appetite, 
which quickly took place after the com- 
mencement of my treatment. Porter of the 
best quality has been taken daily to the 
amount of a pint and a half. 

I have the pleasure now to state the fol- 
lowing account of the patient as contrasted 
with my first description:—The pulse is 
soft, regular, firm, and in frequency only 
from 86 to 96; animal heat 97°; the 
cough very slight; the expectoration not 
exceeding half an ounce in the 24 hours; 
the perspiration at night very moderate, and 
not always occurring ; the sleep continued 
through the night almost without interrup- 
tion ; the strength much restored, and flesh 
is returning. 1 venture now to entertain 
very great hope of an ultimate recovery ; 
the advantages, however, have not been ac- 
quired in one uniform progress of amend- 
ment; on the contrary, there have been 
several relapses, evidently arising, as I have 
considered, from repeated softening of tu- 
bercles. ft he convalescence of the pa,; at, 
however, appears to me now much more 
assured than at any former period. I have 
to apologise for the length of this article, 
and am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
Cuantes Scupamore. 


Wimpole Street, April 27. 


SHAMEFUL CASE, 

Mr. Lawrence wi ing through 
ad ME of St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 
on Friday last, his attention was directed 
to an infant, apparently about a twelye- 


next day—a promise w 


month old, which had been brought there 
for him to examine. The parents of the 
child stated, that six months ago it was in 
fect health, but that since that time it 
become unwell, and the disease had 
been supposed by its medical attendant tq 
be hy With this impression 
calomel had been exhibited in of 
FOUR GRAINS THREE TIMES A DAY; the 
child, however, instead of getting better, 
became daily worse, they were now 
anxious for Mr. Lawrence’s opinion. On 
the removal of the bandages, which had en- 
tirely concealed the face, a most horrid 
sight presented itself, A large, deep, 
slonghing ulcer, exhaling a strong mercu- 
tial factor, extended from the lower eyelid 
to the mouth, and from about the centre of 
the malar bone to the side of the nose. 
There was also a smaller ulcer on the pos- ~ 
terior part of the neck, and several on the 
back! Not the slightest evidence existed 
of the child’s being hydrocephalic. Mr. 
Lawrence prescribed appropriate remedies, 
and recommended that the infant be taken 
into the hospital, to which the parents ob- 
jected, saying they were convinced the 
child could not recover. Mr. Lawrence 
entertained a similar opinion, and stated 
that the ulcers were produced by the use 
of mercury. The child was then removed 
from the hospital. 


ABUSES AT GUY'S HOSPITAL. 


A student of Guy’s Hospital complajnas 
of great injustice on the part of Mr. Morgan 
towards his Pepile. He says, ‘‘ In the 
prospectus of Jectures it was stated, that 
those on surgery would be delivered by 
Messrs. Key and Morgan, but as soon as 
the former gentleman had finished bis share 
of the course, it was, for several nights fol- 
lowing, posted up that Mr. Morgan was in 
the country, and prevented from lecturing, 
and he was, consequently, on his return 
obliged to lecture every night instead of 
three times a week, to the great inconye- 
nience of the students. Besides this, for 
two seasons he has made prumises of lec- 
turing on poisons, which certainly should 
constitute a part of the course ; the excuse 
Mr. Morgan gave for some time was, that 
he could not get a rattle-snake, but now he 
unceremoniously declines giving us the Jec- 
tures at all. It was likewise stated in the 
prospectus, that lectures would be given on 
comparative anatomy by Mr. Bel] and Mr. 
Morgan, but not one has been given. When 
also Mr. Morgan visits the hospital, he 
hurries through the wards as if yn 
dered it a waste of time to be there; and if 
he be requested to see a patient, instead 
doing so at once, he promises to come the 
is seldom kept, 
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These are matters of great public import- 
ance, and demand free publiccomment. I 
is essentially necessary, too, that pupils who 
may be coming to towa next season, 


know that it is not because he sees a thing 

ised in a prospectus that it will be per- 
formed. Let us hope, —s your noble 
Co will a remedy for a number 
Sane ee. We canvot all of us but 
admire it, and believe that it will be an ho- 
nour, not a clog, on the British medical pro- 
fession.” 


THE LATE MR. BENNETT. 

Ar a general meeting of the medical stu- 
dents of the University of Loudon, held in 
the students’ common room, on Friday, 
April 29, 1831, the following resolutions 
were adopted :— 

Resolved, That the present meeting of 
the medical students of the University of 
London is convened for the purpose of ex- 
pressing, in a public manner, their deep 
sorrow at the melancholy event which has 
ery them of the excellent instructions, 

this institution of the valuable services, 
of the late talented, and sincerely lamented, 
anatomy, Mr. Bennett, 

Resolved, That the most appropriate 
method of evincing our respect for the cha- 
racter, and our admiration of the talents of 
Professor Bennett, will be the erection of 
his bust in marble, to be placed in some 
situation in this university, hereafter to be 
determined on. 


by the members of the Committee severally, 
and afterwards by Dr. Thomson, 7, Hinde 
Street, Manchester Square, and Dr, Turner, 


should | 38, Upper Gower Street, the treasurers... 


TRIBUTE TO MR. KING FROM HIS PUPILS. 
Tux sevior of the Aldersgate 
Street Medical Behoot, have entered into 
a subscription for the of presenting 
their late teacher, T. Kino, +» with 
some tribute of their gratitude and respect 
for his indefatigable exertions and valuable 
instructions during the session 1829-30. 
This tribute will be presented on Monday, 
the 23d instant. 
R. Kixopon, Secretary. 


TQ CORRESPONDENTS. 


We have received a from Mr. Joseph Postt, 
sen., of Bernard Street, Russell Square, in which 
he intimates that numerous readers of ‘Tue Lan- 
RT may conceive that the observations on the cure 
of stammering contained in our number of the 23d 
alt. were pointed at himself and son. We beg to 
assure Mr. Poett that they were not made with any 
such intention. Our correspondent adds,—* I beg 
leave to state that I served a regular ap i i 
to my profession (as a surgeon) and bave been a mem- 
ber ef the College of Surgeons for the last twenty-two 

I entered the army early in life, and served 
as a medical officer during the war,and was placed 
on half-pay in 1814, in consequence of disease con- 
tracted on the coast of Africa and at Gibraltar in 
1813, during the p sh of the epidemic fever of 

In 1815 I was appointed resident sur- 
oo!, Phoenix Park, 


Resolved, That a subscription of 10s. | sary 


each be immediately entered into by the 
medical students of the institution, in order 
to raise a sufficient fund for the purpose of 
defraying the expenses of such an under- 
taki 


ing. 

Resolved, That as several of the pro- 
fessors in the medical department have in- 
timated their wish to place their names in 
the list of subscribers, the students will be 
happy to receive their countenance and 
assistance in the completion of their object. 

Resolved, That a Committee of five other 
students, with the chairman of the present 
meeting, be appointed to receive subscrip- 
tions, and transact all other business cou- 
nected therewith. 

Resolved, That Drs. Thomson and Turner 
be requested to accept, jointly, the office ot 


treasurer. . 
of the abov 


subject ofdiscussion in our pages. 
question we should say, Edinburgh. 
Sea-Scurvy.—A correspondent, referring to the 
clinical lecture of Dr. Elliotson en scurvy, is anxi- 
ous that justice should be done to Trotter, “ 
in hie work on seurvy, as well as in his * Medicina 
Nautica,’ was the first to establish rational views of 
the cause of this disease, as well as the means of 
remedying it. The Medicioa Nautica was the best 
recor? of the medical transactions of a great branch 
of oG, national defence that has ever been laid be- 
fore the public. Dr. Trotter possessed a kind heart, 
great experience, an elegant and classical mind, an 
ardent attachment to bis country and the navy, from 
which service, because he had the resolution to sup- 
port the interests of humanity, when physician of 
the fleet, he was driven by an act of the basest 
and 
0. 0.0. Toese may be servicesble, 
but we cannot publish the paper. 
Mach e fullest inquiry will be instituted. 


Resolved, That a cop 
resolutions be sent to the mcil, request- 
ing their sanction to the proposed measure : 
(Signed) N. Esper, Chairman, 
Mr. Mer- 
, Mr. ing, Mr. Sawyer, Mr. ‘Iho- 
and Mr. Pidwell 
« *,* The subscriptions during the next 
will be received at the University 


For the honour of human patare, it is to be hoped 
that such baseness is seldom exhibited. 

J. A. Canterbury. The best Treatise on Te 
is a small work recently published oe 
the cupper at the Westminster Hospi 


Erratum.— 149, col. 2, line 26, for Mr, J. 
Lamett,” read Lamert.” 


* Vide Medicina Nautica,—Svspiria Oceani, 


| 
|} near Dablin, but resigned the situation in 117, on 
| being elected surgeon to the Rathfarnham Dispen- 
ee, which office 1 discharged for ten years, until 
increased ill health and debility vendored me unable 
to |jperform the duty any longer.”’ *,* “* My son 
is also a regularly-educated surgeon, and a member 
of the College.” 
The letter of Philander embraces topics which 
| we fear it would not be very desirable to make a 


